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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to services for individuals with brain injuries and making an

Appropriation thereof.
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Representative Mary Lou Marzian
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FISCAL SUMMARY
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No Impact
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

To increase the DUI service fees from $250 to $325 and specify that 16% of the service fee shall be credited to the Traumatic Brain Injury Trust Fund and Health and Family Services Cabinet for providing services to individuals with brain injuries as funding becomes available, and that 5.5% of each court cost, up to $3,250,000 (from $2,750,000), shall be paid to the Traumatic Brain Injury Trust Fund.  Of the additional DUI fees collected, the bill specifies that 50% shall be credited to the Traumatic Brain Injury Trust fund and 50% shall be credited to the Department for Mental Health/Mental Retardation to provide direct services to individuals with brain injuries that may include long term supportive services and training and consultations with professionals who work with brain injured individuals.  Appropriation clause added with HB 157GA.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

HB 157/GA amends KRS 189A.050 to increase the DUI service fees from $250 to $325 and specify that 16% of the service fee shall be credited to the Traumatic Brain Injury Trust Fund and Health and Family Services Cabinet for providing services to individuals with brain injuries; and that 5.5% of each court cost, up to $3,250,000 (from $2,750,000), shall be paid to the Traumatic Brain Injury Trust Fund; requires that, of the additional DUI fees collected, 50% shall be credited to the Traumatic Brain Injury Trust fund and 50% shall be credited to the Department for Mental Health/Mental Retardation to provide direct services to individuals with brain injuries that may include long term supportive services and training and consultations with professionals who work with brain injured individuals and, amends KRS 42.320 to increase the cap for the funding being deposited from each court cost related to DUI cases into the Traumatic Brain Injury Trust Fund from $2.5 million to $3.25 million.  HB 157/GA inserts an appropriations clause.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

This legislation has no fiscal impact.  The DUI fee increase and amount derived from court costs will cover the cost of increased brain injury services.

Per the Health and Family Services Cabinet, there are an estimated 33,000 DUI convictions each year.  The increase in the service fee would result in a revenue increase of $2,475,000 (33,000 x $75 fee increase) annually for the state.  Assuming the distribution of funds remains the same, the Cabinet’s Division of Substance Abuse would receive approximately a 12% increase in funding for their DUI program.  In addition, the Brain Injury Program will receive an additional $1.7 million per year.

According to the report of the Task Force on Services and Supports for Individuals with Acquired Brain Injuries, dated January 2004, the Traumatic Brain Injury Trust Fund currently receives approximately $198,000 per month, or $2.3 million per year.  As of August 2003, more than 1,200 individuals in 103 counties had been served in the Traumatic Brain Injury Program.  As of November 30, 2003, there were 697 individuals on the waiting list for this program.
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