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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: Establishes a Long Term Care Staffing Task Force and requires the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to implement the Task Force standards by regulation.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: Requires the Cabinet to promulgate an administrative regulation adopting any recommendation of the committee that exceeds the current federal standards for staffing for a long term care facility and providing for a fine to a facility not maintaining that level. Provide a mechanism to pay those facilities that maintain the required staffing to be paid in excess of the federal payment levels as set out by the data resources incorporated inflation index and requires 80% to be used for expanded staffing.

FISCAL EXPLANATION: 

Each addition inspector required to assure compliance would add $30,000 salary and fringe cost to the office of inspector general however the Cabinet could not determine the potential number of additional staff that would be required. Depending on the number of additional facility staff that had to be added to meet the minimum facility staffing requirement, significant indeterminable cost could be passed on to the Medicaid program for higher reimbursement to long term care facilities.
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