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   HB 199 HCS
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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to roads.

SPONSOR
Representative Eddie Ballard

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County fiscal court; Urban County Council; County engineering; Public Works

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 199 HCS revises local government standards and procedures for the alteration, inclusion, or exclusion of roads, streets, or highways in the county road system.

HB 199 HCS requires:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
A private road, street, or highway being given as a gift to a county to meet minimum construction standards as established by the county fiscal court;  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
A minimum 30 feet right-of-way width for all county roads and public roads that are adopted in a county road system (after the Act's effective date); 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
All county roads and public roads in existence (prior to the Act's effective date) be deemed to meet and occupy a minimum 30 feet right-of-way width in the absence of any written record to the contrary;
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Notices for a county road being discontinued by the fiscal court to be placed at 3 prominent and visible public places within 1 mile of the road instead of being placed in 3 public places in the vicinity;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The road viewers, appointed by the fiscal court to view and write a report on any inconvenience from the road's discontinuance, to have no vested interest in the discontinuance of the road;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The road viewers' report to be presented at a public meeting of the fiscal court;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The expansion to all counties (instead of being limited to a county containing a city of the first class or consolidated local government) of the provisions of KRS 178.117, relating to local government approval of plans and specifications for public road improvement when the public or private persons or corporations: (1)Want to personally pay for improvements to a public road; and (2)Reside in or own property adjacent to the public  road.

HB 199 HCS adds to the original requirements of HB 199 that the county road 30 foot minimum width  right-of-way may be reduced if a fiscal court finds the minimum cannot be met due to the topography of the road or other extraordinary circumstances. This also applies to a public road being adopted into a county road.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 199 HCS on local government could be moderate to significant due to additional administrative costs incurred in implementing the measure.  Implementation of the measure could  require modification or establishment of  standards and procedures for the alteration, inclusion, or exclusion of roads, streets, or highways in the county road system.  Any necessary changes will require the provision of additional technical assistance to the county fiscal court, an urban-county government, or a consolidated local government. 

HB 199 as introduced and as included in the HCS newly requires the county fiscal court to:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Establish minimum construction standards that private roads, streets, or highways must meet in order to be considered for acceptance as a gift to the county for use as part of the county road system;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Make a formal determination of acceptance of public roads as part of the county road system;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Adopt by resolution the necessity to newly spend county funds to maintain or improve any road not maintained with county funds on a continuous basis for 15 consecutive years;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Make findings of any variances permitted in the 30 foot minimum width right-of-way for any future county road;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Place 3 prominent and visible public notices within 1 mile of any county road to be discontinued; 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Appoint 2 road viewers with no vested interest in the discontinuance of a particular road;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Hold a public meeting to hear presentation of a written report and evidence of any inconvenience expected to result from the discontinuance of a county road;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Hold a public meeting to hear a written report of the advantages and disadvantages of a proposed establishment or alteration of a public road leading from a main public road.

Under the measure, an urban-county government would also be:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Required to make a special order  to change the width of a county road; 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Permitted to order the minimum right-of-way width to be greater than 30 feet; 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Required to make a formal determination of acceptance of public roads as part of the county road system.

Implementation of these duties could increase administrative costs for local governments.
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