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AN ACT relating to parole.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 439 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The nonviolent substance abuser parole program is hereby created.
(2)
The purpose of the nonviolent substance abuser parole program is to remove from a correctional to a treatment setting those inmates under the jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections who are nonviolent, who represent a low risk to society if released into a controlled treatment setting, and who have substance abuse problems.
(3)
No inmate shall be permitted to be paroled under this program who is:
(a)
A violent offender as provided in KRS 439.3401;
(b)
Convicted of a sexual offense for which sex offender treatment is required;
(c)
A persistent felony offender; or
(d)
Not currently classified by the Department of Corrections as a low-risk offender.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 439 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
On the first business day of each month the Department of Corrections shall provide to the Parole Board a listing of each inmate under the custody of the department, whether in a department-operated institution, private prison, county jail, or other location, who meets the criteria for the nonviolent substance abuser parole program.
(2)
The amount of time that a person has been incarcerated shall have no effect on a recommendation for the nonviolent substance abuser parole program.
(3)
The parole board shall establish no minimum time to be served prior to parole consideration for any person who has been recommended by the Department of Corrections nonviolent substance abuser parole program.
(4)
The Parole Board shall consider each inmate whose name appears on the nonviolent substance abuser parole program list provided by the Department of Corrections not less than once every six (6) months.
(5)
The Parole Board shall make successful attendance at, or successful completion of, a substance abuser treatment and education program a part of the parole of any person paroled pursuant to the nonviolent substance abuser parole program. That treatment and education shall be commensurate with the recommendations of the Department of Corrections and the Parole Board.
(6)
The Parole Board shall make substance abuse testing at intervals required by the board a mandate of the parole of any person paroled under the nonviolent substance abuser parole program.
(7)
The Parole Board may revoke the parole of any person who fails to attend, cooperate with, or successfully complete the substance abuse treatment and education program, as appropriate.
(8)
The Parole Board may impose any other restriction or requirement relating to parole which it is authorized to impose pursuant to KRS Chapter 439.
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