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AN ACT relating to agricultural land use.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 262 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 4 of this Act:

(1)
"Committee" means the Interagency Farmland Advisory Committee;

(2)
"Secretary" means the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 262 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Interagency Farmland Advisory Committee is hereby created. The committee shall advise the Governor on state activities that may contribute to the conversion of farmland to nonfarmland uses. The members shall be appointed by the Governor and shall include one (1) representative for each of the following:

(a)
Governor's Cabinet;
(b)
Finance and Administration Cabinet;

(c)
Revenue Cabinet;

(d)
Cabinet for Economic Development;

(e)
Transportation Cabinet;

(f)
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet;

(g)
Kentucky Coal Council;

(h)
Department of Agriculture;

(i)
Department for Local Government;

(j)
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources;

(k)
Environmental Quality Commission;

(l)
Soil and Water Conservation Commission;

(m)
The joint chairpersons of the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources or their designee;

(n)
Dean, College of Agriculture, University of Kentucky;

(o)
Director of Land Grant, Kentucky State University;

(p)
Two (2) farmers who own and operate one hundred fifty (150) acres or less. Each farmer shall be selected from a separate list of three (3) persons recommended by the Community Farm Alliance. Each farmer shall serve a three (3) year term.

(q)
Two (2) farmers who own and operate more than one hundred fifty (150) acres. Each farmer shall be selected from a separate list of three (3) persons recommended by the Kentucky Farm Bureau. Each farmer shall serve a three (3) year term.
(2)
The chair and vice chair shall be elected by the committee members.

(3)
A majority of the members of the committee constitutes a quorum for conducting business, and any action taken in the name of the committee requires an affirmative vote of a majority of the members present and voting.

(4)
Members shall not receive compensation for serving on the committee, but shall be reimbursed for expenses incurred.

(5)
The committee shall meet quarterly or at the call of the chair or the Governor.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 262 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Interagency Farmland Advisory Committee shall:

(a)
Review proposed projects of all state agencies, including but not limited to those of boards and commissions that will convert farmland to nonfarm use and require the acquisition of fifty (50) or more acres of farmland;

(b)
Prepare a committee report on all state-proposed projects and submit the report to the Governor and to the agency proposing the state project. The committee report shall:
1.
Be submitted no later than thirty (30) days after receiving a state-proposed project report if a public hearing is not requested and no later than forty-five (45) days after receiving a state-proposed project report if a public hearing is requested;
2.
Include a recommendation declining or accepting the state-proposed project and evidence supporting the decision;
3.
Include alternatives for all state-proposed projects that are declined and explain the actions to be taken to implement them.
(c)
Prepare a letter of review stating the recommendations of the committee and submit the letter to the secretary within five (5) days of submitting the committee report.

(2)
The Interagency Farmland Advisory Committee shall provide notice of a state-proposed project by publishing the notice in a newspaper with the greatest county-wide circulation in the affected county and in three (3) newspapers with the greatest state-wide circulation. The notice shall:

(a)
Be published within five (5) days after receiving the state-proposed project report;

(b)
Solicit comments on the state-proposed project;

(c)
State that a public hearing will be held upon a written request received within fifteen (15) days of the first published notice; and

(d)
State the address for submitting a request for public hearing.

(3)
The public hearing, if requested, shall be held within fifteen (15) days after receiving a written request for public hearing.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 262 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Notwithstanding any other law, all state agencies, including but not limited to boards and commissions shall submit a report on all state-proposed projects requiring the acquisition of fifty (50) or more acres of farmland to the committee for the purpose of review and recommendations.

(2)
All state agencies shall submit state-proposed project reports sixty (60) days prior to taking action to acquire farmland. A state-proposed project report shall:

(a)
Explain the project;

(b)
Contain an agricultural impact assessment;

(c)
Describe the location of land that is intended to be acquired;

(d)
Explain reasons for needing the land.
(3)
The secretary shall not fund any state-proposed project prior to receiving a letter of review from the committee.

(4)
A state agency shall not expend funds from any state or federal source before the secretary receives a letter of review from the committee.
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