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AN ACT relating to waste tires.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 224.50-878 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
If money in the waste tire trust fund established by KRS 224.50-880 is not otherwise obligated for the purposes provided for in KRS 224.50-880(1)(a) to (d), the cabinet shall[may] award grants[a grant] to persons[a person] for projects[a project] that will manage waste tires in accordance with the purposes of the waste tire program as appropriate to protect human health, safety, and the environment, or to develop markets for waste tires. Eligible applicants for these grants who propose demonstration and procurement projects that use crumb rubber derived from recycled waste tires in the construction or rubberizing of athletic field surfaces shall receive first priority consideration for funding.
(2)
An applicant for a grant shall meet the following criteria:

(a)
Have the legal authority to construct and operate the project;

(b)
Have the ability to construct and operate the project in compliance with this chapter and the grant conditions; and

(c)
The applicant and the persons who will be managing the project shall not have received a final judgment or conviction of a state or federal environmental statute or regulation in the five (5) years before submitting the application and shall not have any outstanding violations of state or federal environmental statutes or regulations.

(3)
The cabinet shall prioritize the applications based on the following factors:

(a)
The project's consistency with the purposes of the waste tire program;

(b)
The project's costs and forecasted benefits;

(c)
The applicant's credit history; and

(d)
The applicant's and key personnel's environmental compliance record.

(4)
A person awarded a grant shall:

(a)
Construct and operate the project in compliance with this chapter and the grant conditions;

(b)
Remain responsible for complying with this chapter and the grant conditions, even if the project is managed by someone else;

(c)
Retain ownership of all real and personal property purchased with grant funds unless the cabinet approves their transfer;

(d)
Submit to the cabinet monthly an itemized list of expenditures, with copies of invoices or similar documentation;

(e)
Submit to the cabinet periodic progress reports; and

(f)
Not change the project without the cabinet's approval.

(5)
The cabinet may revoke a grant and seek recovery of any grant funds dispersed if the person awarded the grant does not comply with this chapter or the grant conditions.
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