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AN ACT relating to state aeronautics programs.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 183 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is created the Kentucky Aviation Commission, which shall be responsible for advising the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, the Governor, and the General Assembly on all matters pertaining to aeronautics.

(2)
The commission shall be attached for administrative purposes to the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and shall utilize employees from the cabinet.

(3)
(a)
The Kentucky Aviation Commission shall consist of the following thirteen (13) members: the President of the Senate or his or her designee as a non-voting member; the Speaker of the House of Representatives or his or her designee as a non-voting member; the secretary of the Transportation Cabinet or his or her designee; the secretary of the Economic Development Cabinet or his or her designee; the adjutant general or his or her designee; and eight (8) members appointed by the Governor including, to the extent feasible, one (1) representative from a commercial airline with a hub in Kentucky, one (1) representative from an air cargo carrier with a hub in Kentucky, one (1) airport manager representing one (1) of the state's three (3) largest airports, and three (3) airport board members or managers representing the state's smaller airports who shall be geographically distributed throughout the state, and one (1) at-large member who shall have an interest or experience in aviation.

(b)
The members appointed by the Governor shall serve for a term of four (4) years. 

(4)
Appointed members may be removed by the Governor for neglect of duty or malfeasance in office. If a vacancy occurs, the Governor shall appoint a qualified individual to serve the remainder of the unexpired term.
(5)
Commission members shall be reimbursed necessary travel expenses for attending meetings of the commission, subject to approval by the secretary of the Transportation Cabinet. The secretary may authorize reimbursement for other expenses necessary in the performance of a commission member's official duties.

(6)
The commission shall meet quarterly or at the call of the chair. The members shall elect a chair and vice-chair who shall serve for one (1) year.

(7)
The commission shall:

(a)
Review the cabinet's policies and regulations relating to aeronautics;
(b)
Review the cabinet's aeronautics budget and state airport plan and make recommendations to the secretary of the cabinet regarding the budget and airport plan; 

(c)
Review expenditures from the Kentucky Airport Development Fund;

(d)
Recommend policies for improving and promoting the state's air transportation system;

(e)
Advise the Governor on aeronautics issues related to economic development; 

(f)
Report annually to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission on the status of the state's air transportation system and aeronautics programs; and

(g)
Recommend legislation to improve the state's air transportation system.

Section 2.   The initial terms for the appointed members of the commission shall be as follows: two (2) members shall serve a term of two (2) years, two (2) members shall serve a term of three (3) years, and four (4) members shall serve a term of four (4) years.
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