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Bill Number:
HB 354 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to criminal sexual abuse


Sponsor(s):   Rep Jenkins
Introduction Date:01/22/04
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend the statutes relating to criminal sexual abuse to increase the penalty where penetration not falling within the scope of rape or sodomy occurs.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill increases the penalty for Sexual Abuse I from a Class D to a Class C felony under certain circumstances. The Department of Corrections averages 145 commitments per year for Sexual Abuse I with a 5 year sentence (average time served of 40.7 months). Increasing the penalty to a Class C felony would increase the sentence for a percentage of these inmates from 5 to 10 years (77.4 months served). The Department estimates this bill would effect 10% of those commitments resulting in 15 inmates per year having their sentence increased from a Class D felony to a Class C felony. This would not effect the population in the biennium but would have a major impact in the long-term population.

The bill also increases the penalty for Sexual Abuse II from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D felony under certain circumstances. This could result in 15 additional commitments each year with a 5 year sentence (average time served of 40.7 months). This would have a major impact during the biennium.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
This bill would result in 8 additional inmates in FY 05 at a cost of  $79,300 and 30 additional inmates in FY 06 at a cost of $323,400. This bill would have a major fiscal impact both in long-term costs to the Department of Corrections.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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