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Bill #:
   HB 357 HCS
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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to motor vehicles

SPONSOR
Representative Rick Rand

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement/local governments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure defines "abandoned vehicle" as any motor vehicle, including boats, left on a city street, county road, or state highway for three consecutive days, establishes procedures for local law enforcement agencies, sets rules for recovery of towing company charges, and establishes penalties for motor vehicle owners who violate the provisions of the proposed legislation.

The HCS to HB 357 requires law enforcement to ticket abandoned cars at the time they call for a tow truck to remove the vehicle from the highway.  Additionally, the HCS requires law enforcement to contact the owner of the abandoned vehicle by certified mail, if possible through the vehicle identification number, license plate, or any other method available to the agency, within 24 hours of issuing the ticket.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 357 HCS on local governments is expected to be minimal.  The measure requires law enforcement agencies to issue a citation to the owner of the vehicle when the agency calls for a towing company to remove the vehicle from the highway or street, and also requires the agency to notify the owner of the citation court date, applicable penalties, and the location of the storage facility where the vehicle is located.  The measure requires the owner to pay for the towing, recovery, and storage of the vehicle.  The HCS requires law enforcement to contact the owner by certified mail within 24 hours of issuing the citation.  The notification requirement is the current practice of the majority of accredited law enforcement agencies, therefore would have little impact on current procedures.

Local governments would be expected to incur some expense complying with the requirements of the measure.  Additional training needed by local law enforcement to become familiar with the provisions of the measure could be included in the required annual 40 hour training requirement of local law enforcement agencies, at a minimal expense.
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