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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to controlled substances.

SPONSOR
Representative Kathy Stein

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 

Requirement:

Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The HCS for HB 359 differentially impacts the original bill and current law as follows:


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Original bill -



restores the violation and penalty for possessing a controlled substance in a 
container other 
than the container in which it was delivered (KRS 218A.210), which was repealed; and



omits any reference to KRS 218A.992, which was amended to conform to the repeal of KRS 
218A.210.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Current law -



amends KRS 218A.210 to provide an affirmative defense at trial against the charge of 
possessing a controlled substance in a container other than the container in which it was 
delivered.
FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 359 HCS on local governments is indeterminable, but will result in a minimal to moderate reduction in jail related expenses.

HB 359 HCS will reduce the number of convictions for the charge of possessing a controlled substance in a container other than the container in which the controlled substance was delivered.  The penalty for unlawful possession is a Class B misdemeanor for the first offense and a Class A misdemeanor for subsequent offenses.

Local governments are solely and entirely responsible for the expense of incarcerating persons convicted of a misdemeanor.  Individuals convicted of a Class B misdemeanor can be sentenced up to 90 days in jail; individuals convicted of a Class A misdemeanor can be sentenced up to one year in jail.  The average cost of incarceration in a local jail is $33.91 per day.
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