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AN ACT designating Muhlenberg County as the birthplace of thumb picking as a style of guitar playing.

WHEREAS, thumb picking is a style of playing guitar where the thumb establishes a rhythm and one or more other fingers simultaneously play the melody, making a composite sound of multiple guitars playing at the same time; and

WHEREAS, Alice DeArmond Jones of Dunmor in Muhlenberg County is attributed with being one of the earliest artists using the guitar style of thumb picking, passing it on to her son, Kennedy Jones, who was credited with popularizing the style, which began to spread through the region and then nationally; and

WHEREAS, the National Thumb Pickers Hall of Fame is in Muhlenberg County, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to record the origins of significant cultural contributions, thumb picking being a distinct style of guitar playing recognized nationally and having had many promoters of the style such as Chet Atkins, Merle Travis, Ike Everly, the Everly Brothers, Grandpa Jones, and countless others;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Muhlenberg County is designated as the birthplace of the thumb picking style of guitar playing.
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