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______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

This measure provides funds to local governments with police departments, through the County Costs program in the Finance and Administration Cabinet, by adding a $20 fee to criminal cases. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

This measure adds $20 to the fee for criminal cases that are imposed by KRS 23A.205 and KRS 24A.175.  The additional fees collected shall be transferred to the Finance and Administration Cabinet by the circuit clerk.  In return, the Finance and Administration Cabinet will distribute the funds collected quarterly as follows: 30% equally to all local governments with police departments or contract for police service; 50% to all local governments with police departments or contract for police services based on a per capita basis according to the number of certified police officers employed as of July 1 of each year or providing services to the local government on contract on July 1 of each year.  For every $60,000 paid for police service contract, it will be considered as 1 employed.  Twenty percent (20%) of the total shall be distributed equally to counties with fiscal responsibilities for jails or the transporting of prisoners.

On or before August 1 of each year, the Justice Cabinet shall certify the number of police officers employed in each local government to the Finance and Administration Cabinet, and each local government who contracts for police service shall certify, by August 1 of each year, the amount of money paid for police services to the Finance and Administration Cabinet. 

The Finance and Administration Cabinet shall promulgate regulations deemed necessary to administer this bill.

FISCAL EXPLANATION: 

The cost would be indeterminate, but minor.   The Finance and Administration Cabinet would incur some additional administrative expenses because of an additional distribution of court costs, another distribution formula to maintain and the development of regulations for the program.  The costs would be minor and could be absorbed by the Cabinet.
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