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AN ACT relating to methamphetamine.

WHEREAS, the problem of illegal manufacturing of methamphetamine has reached epidemic proportions in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the illegal manufacturing of methamphetamine poses a number of dangers to communities across Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the process of manufacturing methamphetamine uses many readily available household products; and

WHEREAS, individuals manufacturing methamphetamine obtain these products from a variety of legitimate businesses; and

WHEREAS, there is a significant number of business owners who are unaware of the methamphetamine problem and who are unaware of the ingredients and materials needed to manufacture methamphetamine; and

WHEREAS, an informed business community can greatly assist law enforcement officials by voluntarily implementing procedures designed to make it more difficult for individuals to obtain the ingredients and materials necessary to manufacture methamphetamine and by recognizing and reporting suspicious transactions; and

WHEREAS, an informed business community can also help educate the public about the methamphetamine problem; and

WHEREAS, several states have obtained grants from a variety of federal sources to establish a public/private partnership to educate the business community and the general public about the methamphetamine problem; and

WHEREAS, the most successful of these partnerships, Meth Watch, an initiative in the state of Kansas, has had a significant impact on the methamphetamine problem in Kansas; and

WHEREAS, several other states have established similar programs funded by federal grants;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 15A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Justice Cabinet shall convene a work group to establish and maintain a methamphetamine awareness program patterned after the Meth Watch program instituted by the state of Kansas to educate the business community and the general public about the methamphetamine problem in Kentucky.  The program shall:

(a)
Identify the ingredients and materials used in the illegal production of methamphetamine;

(b)
Identify strategies that may be utilized by businesses to prevent the theft and the illegal use of these ingredients and materials; and

(c)
Develop approaches and strategies to educate businesses and the general public about the dangers of methamphetamine.

(2)
The secretary of the Justice Cabinet shall appoint representatives of the Justice Cabinet as members of the work group and may invite representatives from other organizations to join the work group.  The secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services shall appoint representatives from the Department of Public Health as members of the work group and may invite representatives from other organizations to join the work group.  Other members of the work group shall include:

(a)
The Attorney General or his or her designee;

(b)
The executive director of the Kentucky Agency for Substance Abuse Policy or his or her designee; and

(c)
The commissioner of the Kentucky State Police or his or her designee.

(3)
The secretary of the Justice Cabinet or his or her designee and the Attorney General or his or her designee shall serve as co-chairs of the work group.

(4)
The work group shall seek grant funding for the implementation and maintenance of the program.

Section 2.   The work group shall report on its progress to the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary by September 30, 2004.
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