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AN ACT relating to providing the public with information about sex offenders.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 70 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
(a)
When a person who is registered as a sex offender who is required to register for his or her lifetime and listed on the Kentucky State Police Web site pursuant to KRS 17.580 moves into a county, the sheriff of that county shall notify, either by mail, or by direct delivery, each residence of persons:

1.
Living within the same block as the sex offender; and
2.
Living within one quarter (1/4) mile of the sex offender in rural areas where streets are not divided into blocks or the use of blocks as a notification tool is impractical.

(b)
The sheriff may choose to notify persons living in any area of the county outside of that specified in subparagraphs 1. and 2. of paragraph (a) of this subsection that a sex offender has moved into the county without any liability for the notification.
(c)
As used in paragraph (a) of this subsection, "block" means both sides of the street between the nearest intersecting streets closest to the street on which the sex offender lives.


The sheriff may choose to notify the public of any registered sex offender who is required to register for a period of ten (10) years who moves into the county but shall not be required to do so.

(2)
In lieu of or in addition to the methods of notification specified in subsection (1) of this section, the sheriff may:

(a)
Utilize a toll-free telephone call-in line where the public can find out the information specified in this section;

(b)
Utilize posters or similar notices posted at selected locations in the area specified in subsection (1) of this section;

(c)
Utilize advertisement in any local newspaper or other publication distributed in the area specified in subsection (1) of this section; or

(d)
Utilize public service announcements on radio or television stations which cover the area specified in subsection (1) of this section.

(3)
To defray the costs of notification the sheriff shall charge the registered sex offender a fee of fifty dollars ($50). When a registered sex offender is released or moves into a county the offender shall present himself or herself at the sheriff's office and pay the fee. The failure of a registered sex offender to comply with the provisions of this subsection within thirty (30) business days of moving into a county shall be a Class A misdemeanor.
(4)
Notification shall also be made to each school and to each youth-serving organization in the county that has notified the sheriff, in writing, that it desires to be notified.

(5)
The information provided shall include:

(a)
The name of the sex offender, plus any known aliases, as found on the Kentucky State Police Web site;

(b)
The address of the sex offender, as found on the Kentucky State Police Web site;

(c)
The sexual offenses for which the sex offender was convicted, as found on the Kentucky State Police Web site; and

(d)
The dates of conviction for each sex offense committed by the sex offender, as found on the Kentucky State Police Web site.

(6)
The information provided shall be limited to that found on the Kentucky State Police Web site and if any item of information is missing from the Kentucky State Police Web site, the sheriff shall not be responsible for its noninclusion in the information provided to the public.

(7)
Each sheriff shall maintain a list of the information required in subsections (1) to (3) of this section and shall make it available to any person upon request, whether the request is in writing, by telephone, or other means of communication, or in person.

(8)
No sheriff, or employee of the sheriff, shall be civilly or criminally liable for any information that is provided to the public that complies with the provisions of this section.

(9)
The Department of Corrections shall notify the Kentucky Sheriff's Association of the release of each registered sex offender thirty (30) days prior to the release date of the sex offender. The Kentucky Sheriff's Association shall immediately notify the sheriff in the county where the offender shall reside. If the release of the sex offender is the result of parole, shock probation, or other event that does not allow for notice to be issued thirty (30) days prior to the release, then the notice shall issue as soon as practicable. The notification shall include the information that will be provided to the Kentucky State Police for use on the Kentucky State Police Web site.
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