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AN ACT relating to changes in party affiliation.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 121 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
If a candidate changes his party affiliation from that which he swore loyalty to under oath in his or her notification and declaration under KRS 118.125 for that office subsequent to that candidate's election to the office, any political party, as defined in KRS 118.015, or any individual who made campaign contributions to that candidate may bring a civil action against the candidate for recoupment of those contributions if they were made for the election which resulted in the candidate's election to the current term of office. The party or individual may also receive any interest which may have accrued after the contribution, at the legal rate of interest, and reasonable attorney's fees.

(2)
Any action under this section shall be filed within ninety (90) days of the candidate's change of party affiliation. The action shall be filed in the county of the candidate's residence.

(3)
Upon commencement of any action filed under this section, the clerk of the court shall mail a copy of the complaint or other initial pleading to the Registry of Election Finance and, upon entry of any judgment or decree in the action, shall mail a copy of the judgment or decree to the Registry of Election Finance.
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