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AN ACT relating to county surcharges on local event tickets.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 67 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:
(a)
"Organized event" means any activity where spectators normally pay to gain admission, including but not limited to motor vehicle racing, concerts, or other planned and publicized gatherings for which there is a fee for admission;

(b)
"Motor vehicle racing" means an organized event operated for profit and not a part of the highway system where motor vehicles may be driven in contests of speed or endurance, and spectators normally pay to gain admission; and

(c)
"Private entertainment facility" means any property where an organized event is held if the property is not owned by or leased from a governmental entity, except for facilities regulated by KRS Chapter 230. If a facility was originally constructed or otherwise made possible through the issuance or sale of governmental bonds, but is generally operated by a private owner for profit, the facility is a private entertainment facility.
(2)
Fiscal courts in counties containing a private entertainment facility capable of seating over fifty thousand (50,000) persons for an organized event may levy a surcharge equal to not more than three percent (3%) of the admission price on all tickets sold for an organized event at that private entertainment facility.
(3)
The surcharges imposed under this section shall be collected by the private entertainment facility owner from the spectators.

(4)
The surcharges collected under this section shall be deemed to be held in trust by the owner for and on account of the fiscal court of the county.
(5)
The surcharges to be collected under this section shall constitute a debt of the owner to the fiscal court of the county.

(6)
On or before the twentieth day of the month following each fiscal year quarter, a return for the preceding quarter shall be filed with the fiscal court in such form as the fiscal court may prescribe.  The owner may retain not more than one-half of one percent (0.5%) of the total balance of surcharges collected under this section to cover administrative and other costs associated with collecting and holding the surcharges.

(7)
All moneys collected by the county from the surcharge on tickets shall be placed in a fund to be applied toward priority categories limited to the following:

(a)
Public safety, including law enforcement, fire protection, ambulance service, and other related services;
(b)
Environmental protection, including sewage disposal, sanitation, solid waste, and other related programs;

(c)
Public transportation, including mass transit systems, streets, and roads;

(d)
Health;

(e)
Recreation;

(f)
Libraries and educational facilities;

(g)
Social services for the poor, the elderly, and individuals with disabilities;

(h)
Industrial and economic development;

(i)
Vocational education; and

(j)
Workforce training.
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