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AN ACT providing for the creation of the Governor's Advisory Council on Minority Affairs.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 11 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Governor's Advisory Council for Minority Affairs (GACMA) is created to enhance minority access to government programs and to enable the Governor's administration to be more responsive to the needs of Kentucky's minority community. The GACMA is attached to the Office of the Governor for administrative purposes.
(2)
The functions of the GACMA shall be to:
(a)
Research and participate in the development of policies related to economic empowerment, education, health care, housing, government services, and criminal justice;

(b)
Suggest methods to maximize economic opportunity for minorities in Kentucky;

(c)
Suggest methods to close the academic achievement gap between minority and nonminority students;

(d)
Review minority access to quality health care facilities and assist in distributing to minorities valuable health care information, including but not limited to prenatal, infant health care, nutrition, and physical fitness information;

(e)
Review fair housing opportunities and make recommendations in an effort to increase home ownership within the minority community;

(f)
Assist in informing minorities of government services and offer to assist communities in the fair administration and delivery of services; and

(g)
Review minority treatment within the criminal and juvenile justice system in regard to offenses, sentences, and substance abuse programs.

(3)
The membership of the GACMA shall consist of seventeen (17) members, including the following:

(a)
The Governor or the Governor's designee;

(b)
The secretaries of the following cabinets or their designees:

1.
Economic Development;

2.
Education, Arts and Humanities;

3.
Cabinet for Families and Children;

4.
Public Protection and Regulation;
5.
Finance and Administration;
6.
Justice; and

7.
Transportation.

(c)
One (1) member from each of the seven (7) Supreme Court districts, representing education, business, and community organizations, to be appointed by the Governor;

(d)
One (1) member representing an education, business, or community organization, to be appointed by the Governor and selected from the state at large; and

(e)
One (1) member representing government, to be appointed by the Governor and selected from government at large.

(4)
The terms of all members appointed by the Governor shall be for four (4) years, except that the original appointments shall be staggered so that three (3) members shall serve a two (2) year term, three (3) members shall serve a three (3) year term and three (3) members shall serve a four (4) year term from the dates of initial appointment. The Governor shall designate one (1) member to serve as chair of the council. The GACMA may elect by majority vote a vice chair and other officers as may be deemed necessary.

(5)
No member of the GACMA shall receive a salary, fee, or other remuneration for services as a member of the GACMA, but each member shall be reimbursed for ordinary travel expenses, including meals and lodging, incurred in the performance of duties incident to implementation of the provisions of this section. 

(6)
The GACMA shall meet at the call of the Governor or the chair, but not less often than four (4) times during each calendar year. A majority of the membership of the council shall constitute a quorum.

(7)
By October 1 of each year, the council shall submit a report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission documenting:

(a)
Dates and agendas of council meetings;

(b)
Accomplishments of the council in fulfilling its statutory charge; and

(c)
Specific suggestions of ways to improve government programs for minorities and increase minority access to government programs.
(8)
The GACMA shall use, so far as practical and subject to the approval of the Governor, secretarial and clerical staff of the Office of the Governor to carry out the provisions of this section.
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