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SUBJECT/TITLE
Mobile Telephone Use

SPONSOR
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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Legislative body 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 602 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 189 to prohibit the operation of a motor vehicle while using a mobile telephone. The bill creates exemptions from the prohibition for persons communicating with emergency response operators, medical personnel, fire and police personnel, and people using a hands-free mobile telephone.  It permits law enforcement officials to issue verbal warnings for 30 days after the effective date of the Act; and it requires reporting by the secretary of the Transportation Cabinet.  HB 602 preempts local laws and ordinances, except for those relating to business or professional licenses, permits, or certifications; and it amends KRS 189.990 to establish a penalty of not less than $20 nor more than $100 for each offense.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 602 on local government is minimal.  The bill effects local government in three ways.

1). In Section 2., it precludes cities and counties from enacting any local laws related to the operation of motor vehicles while using a mobile telephone.  There is no fiscal impact related to city and county ordinances or codes, because no local government has restricted the use of mobile telephones while driving (KRS 65.873, enacted during the 2003 Regular Session, prohibits such local ordinances or codes).

2) In Section 3., HB 602 assesses a fine of not less than $20, but no more than $100 for violating this provision.  The revenues produced by this fine would not go to local governments, but a portion of the regular court costs related to a citation would go to counties.  Although court costs are credited to the general fund, fiscal court can by ordinance, assess additional fees.  Citations may benefit counties for expenses related to local facilities construction, operation of the sheriff's office, and operation of the fiscal court.

3). Police officers who issue traffic citations may experience an increase in activity, due to the new crime of operating a motor vehicle while using a mobile telephone.  According to the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police representative, a citation would most likely be considered a secondary crime and would in itself generate a minimal amount of additional effort.  However, if the operation of a motor vehicle while using a mobile telephone is related to an increase in accidents, then there may be a decrease of officers' time spend in processing traffic accidents.  

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC Staff; Kentucky League of Cities; Kentucky Association of Counties; Kentucky Association of chiefs of Police.
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