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SUBJECT/TITLE
Civil Rights law

SPONSOR
Representative Joseph Fischer

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Civil Rights Offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing

Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 659 amends KRS 344.020, 344.190, and 344.320, and repeals and reenacts KRS 344.300, relating to the Commonwealth's civil rights laws, to provide that the Commonwealth has exclusively occupied the field of civil rights law and that local laws on the subject are prohibited.
FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 659 on local government is indeterminable, but likely minimal.  HB 659 would prohibit local government from implementing ordinances that pertain to civil rights.

Many cities and some counties (Jefferson, Fayette, Woodford) have civil rights offices.  Under HB 659 the duties of the local civil rights offices would be to receive, initiate, investigate, hear, and determine charges of violations of state law.  Local civil rights offices will retain a role in implementing the uniform application of civil rights law as set forth by the Commonwealth.

The expense to local government would be limited to repealing local civil rights laws that are in violation of the provisions of HB 659, and rewriting local civil rights offices rules and policies to conform with state law.
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