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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to substance abuse

SPONSOR
Representative Tom Kerr

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement/local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure amends KRS 222.430, relating to involuntary commitment of persons suffering from alcohol and other drug abuse and mental illness.  The measure creates new sections of KRS Chapter 222, relating to alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, and treatment, to provide a procedure for involuntary treatment of persons suffering from alcohol and other drug abuse, modeled, in part, after the procedure for the involuntary hospitalization of mentally ill persons under KRS Chapter 202A, except that the petitioner for court ordered treatment for alcohol and other drug abuse shall guarantee payment for that treatment.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 77 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be nil to minimal.  The measure allows a petition to be filed by a spouse, relative, friend, or guardian of an individual suffering from alcohol and other drug abuse, who presents a danger to themselves or others, to be involuntarily committed for treatment.  Any petition filed must be accompanied by a guarantee, signed by the petitioner, obligating that person, who is authorized under provisions of the measure, to pay all costs for treatment ordered by the court.  Transportation expenses incurred by a sheriff, other peace officer, ambulance service, or other private agency will be included in the costs of treatment for alcohol and other drug abuse to be paid by the petitioner.

Regional Community Health-Mental Retardation Boards must provide a list of hospitals and treatment providers in the judicial districts within the board's region who are able and willing to provide treatment under provisions of the measure.  If the court finds the respondent should be ordered to undergo treatment, the court shall order such treatment for a period not to exceed sixty (60) consecutive days from the date of the court order or a period not to exceed three hundred and sixty days (360) days.  The court may require the individual hospitalized for a period not to exceed seventy-two (72) hours if the court finds, by clear and convincing evidence, that the respondent presents an imminent danger to himself, family, or others.  An indicator of the costs, obligated to be paid by the petitioner, may be found in the average cost of $4,500 for a 28 day patient stay at Volta House, a voluntary treatment facility located in Hopkinsville.

Local governments would be responsible for housing individuals in the local jail, at an average cost of $33.91 per day, who are found in contempt of court for failure to undergo a treatment or failure to appear at an evaluation.  However, the incidence of contempt is expected to be small.
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