UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/11/04
04 REG. SESS.
04 RS HB 98/HCS


AN ACT relating to children in the custody of the state.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 199 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The cabinet shall establish a pilot program to provide residential services specifically for sibling groups of children committed to the cabinet.

(2)
The cabinet shall solicit proposals from existing child-caring or child-placing agencies that have contractual agreements with the cabinet for state fiscal year 2004. The cabinet may consider proposals from child-caring or child-placing agencies that are not contracted agents of the cabinet for state fiscal year 2004 but had a contract prior to 2004, if the agency was in good standing with the cabinet when the contract expired.

(3)
The pilot program shall include but not be limited to the following:
(a)
Placement priority shall be given to sibling groups who are committed to the cabinet;

(b)
Placement stability shall be insured, and each child placed in the program shall not be moved or separated from his or her siblings unless:

1.
A threat to the child's health or safety exists; and
2.
Necessary treatment services cannot be provided on site by program staff or another provider; and

(c)
Visitation and communication between children in the pilot placement and their biological parent or parents shall be encouraged, facilitated, and supported by the cabinet unless a court order specifically prohibits contact between the child and his or her biological parent or parents.

(4)
The cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A to implement the provisions of this section. The cabinet may specify additional conditions regarding visitation and communication between a child in placement and his or her biological parent or parents.
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