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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Program Review and Investigations Committee to study administrative costs in local school districts.

WHEREAS, providing an efficient system of public schools is the responsibility of the General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Supreme Court in Rose v. Council for Better Education, Inc. directed that the system be monitored by the General Assembly to assure that there is no waste, no duplication, and no mismanagement; and 

WHEREAS, it is critical that programs and expenditures be continuously reviewed to assure that the system is efficient and not over-burdened by administrative costs that take funds from student instruction; and 

WHEREAS, there are 176 school districts in 120 counties, many of which are small and in close geographic proximity that could possibly share administrative costs to acquire more efficiency;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Program Review and Investigations Committee shall conduct an analysis and comparison of administrative personnel costs in local school districts for the 2002-2003 school year including, but not limited to, the salaries, benefits and other costs of the superintendent and staff, the transportation director and staff, the food service supervisor and staff, and others that hold positions considered to be for administrative purposes rather than instructional purposes. The analysis shall include the purchase of similar services provided to the district through contract or other business arrangements. The study shall compare districts by student enrollment size and determine if neighboring school districts could be efficient if they shared staff. 

Section 2.   The Program Review and Investigations Committee shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission by November 15, 2004.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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