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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the United States Supreme Court to overturn the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit's decision regarding the pledge of allegiance.

WHEREAS, the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit has ruled, in the case of Newdow v. United States Congress, that the officially sponsored recitation of the pledge of allegiance to the United States flag is an unconstitutional establishment of religion; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court has granted a writ of certiorari in the case, Elk Grove Unified School District v. Newdow, No. 02-1624, to decide whether to uphold the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit's ruling; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court is scheduled to review the question of whether reciting the pledge of allegiance, which includes the words "under God," violates the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, as applicable to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment; and

WHEREAS, the pledge of allegiance has a secular purpose, does not advance nor inhibit religion, and does not foster an excessive government entanglement with religion, nor is the recitation of the pledge coercive in nature; and

WHEREAS, the recitation of the pledge of allegiance is a patriotic and symbolic exercise performed by countless Americans over the years and demonstrates the love of each American for the country; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has enacted Kentucky Revised Statutes 158.175 and 158.195, which recognize the importance of the recitation of the pledge of allegiance to the lives of schoolchildren throughout the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the United States Supreme Court, in the case of Elk Grove Unified School District v. Newdow, No. 02-1624, to overturn the decision of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to the Clerk of the United States Supreme Court, One First Street, NE, Washington, D.C., 20543.
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