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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to study and make recommendations to improve the effectiveness of cervical cancer screening.

WHEREAS, following breast cancer, cervical cancer is the second most common cancer in women; and

WHEREAS, over 12,000 new cases of cervical cancer are diagnosed in the United States each year, and over 4,000 women die from cervical cancer each year; and

WHEREAS, with regular and accurate screening, cervical cancer is highly preventable; and

WHEREAS, cervical cancer cases in the United States and in Kentucky are generally attributed to a lack of education and a lack of access to regular and accurate screening methods; and

WHEREAS, increased awareness about cervical cancer reduces the probability of mortality, particularly among underserved women; and

WHEREAS, there are new technologies approved by the Federal Drug Administration for screening for the human papillomavirus, which is the cause of virtually all cervical cancers; and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the American Cancer Society, and the Association of Reproductive Health Professionals have new screening guidelines that include the new screening technologies; and

WHEREAS, opportunities exist to virtually eliminate deaths attributed to cervical cancer through educational and public awareness efforts, and early identification of women at increased risk of contacting the virus;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall study the data regarding cervical cancer and human papillomavirus and evaluate current efforts regarding public information and awareness to women on cervical cancer, and develop recommendations to improve access to regular screening and to increase screening accuracy. A report shall be prepared and submitted to the General Assembly in the 2005 Regular Session.

Section 2.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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