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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the U.S. Office of Surface Mining and the Kentucky Department for Natural Resources to advance the Reforestation Initiative, with the goal of planting and growing trees on uncompacted surface mine overburden.

WHEREAS, the Reforestation Initiative is made up of a working group of professionals from the Department for Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, the University of Kentucky, the coal industry, and others; and

WHEREAS, the Reforestation Initiative is an effort to improve the way reclamation is conducted, with the objective to define the compaction best suited for the optimal growth of hardwood trees as appropriate; and

WHEREAS, surface mining regulatory agencies, overly concerned about mine site stability, have traditionally mandated over-compacted soils in areas where stability is not an issue; and

WHEREAS, excessive compaction impedes the maximum growth rate for trees; and

WHEREAS, research by the University of Kentucky and other institutions clearly proves that tree growth in uncompacted surface mine overburden significantly exceeds tree growth in lightly compacted overburden; and

WHEREAS, it is the legislative intent to educate regulatory agencies and the regulated community on the benefits of tree growth at mine sites with minimal or no compaction, and to reverse an almost 30-year-old mindset regarding compaction of mine overburden; and

WHEREAS, properly prepared, uncompacted, gently rolling reclaimed mine land absorbs large amounts of rainfall, releases retained water over a prolonged period of time,creates a carbon dioxide sink for greenhouse gases, improves wildlife habitat, and creates an access road grid; and

WHEREAS, properly prepared, uncompacted reclaimed mine land has been shown to yield native hardwood and other species of timber that grow at least twice as fast as the same species of timber grows in undisturbed forest; and

WHEREAS, it is clear that the Reforestation Initiative will make Kentucky's forest land more productive than ever, thus facilitating the growth of Kentucky's hardwood timber industry;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly strongly urges that the federal Office of Surface Mining and the Kentucky Department for Natural Resources encourage the use of uncompacted mine overburden when combined with the planting of hardwood trees, and to further consider Reforestation Initiative ideas regarding reclamation of abandoned mine land sites, and previously reclaimed mine sites.

Section 2.   The General Assembly further strongly urges Congress to adopt legislation promoting the Reforestation Initiative.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the director of the U.S. Office of Surface Mining, to the commissioner of the Kentucky Department for Natural Resources, and to Kentucky's Congressional delegation.
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