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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION authorizing and directing the creation of a Task Force on Horse Farming.

WHEREAS, Kentucky horse farming is an essential aspect of the state's agricultural economy; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has consistently ranked among the top ten (10) states in equine production and sales; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky horse industry has a substantial economic impact on the state as a whole; and

WHEREAS, there is a need to research and study various components of the horse farming industry such as the competitive position, organizational history, operational structure, service capacity, and fiscal condition;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Legislative Research Commission is directed to create a Horse Farming Task Force.

Section 2.   The Task Force shall consist of up to twenty-six (26) members as follows:

(1)
The two (2) members of the General Assembly who served as co-chairs of the Subcommittee on Horse Farming of the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources that was approved by the Legislative Research Commission for the 2003 Interim;

(2)
Any of the seven (7) remaining members who were appointed to the Subcommittee on Horse Farming of the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources that was approved by the Legislative Research Commission for the 2003 Interim, who affirmatively express their desire to serve;

(3)
Five (5) members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House from various committees to reflect:

(a)
Geographical distribution throughout the state;

(b)
Banking, legal, real estate and other business services; and

(c)
Universities, diagnostic centers, veterinarian services and other institutes of research and development;

(4)
At least five (5) but not more than twelve (12) members of the Senate, as necessary to equal the number of members of the House serving on the task force, appointed by the President of the Senate from various committees to reflect:

(a)
Geographical distribution throughout the state;

(b)
Banking, legal, real estate and other business services; and

(c)
Universities, diagnostic centers, veterinarian services and other institutes of research and development.

Section 3.   The Speaker of the House shall appoint one House member to serve as the House co-chair of the task force. The President of the Senate shall appoint one Senate member to serve as the Senate co-chair of the task force.

Section 4.   The issues to be studied may include equine incentive packages, market development activities, local and national breeding, horse farm operations, businesses that provide services to the horse industry, racing conditions, and tourism. The Task Force shall submit a final report of its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission no later than December 1, 2004. The report may be made in the form of the final 2004 interim report provided by interim and special committees and task forces to the 2005 General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 5.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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