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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force of the Legislative Research Commission to study the unique needs of grandparents who are raising their grandchildren and to develop an action plan to address their needs.

WHEREAS, there are currently 70,000 grandparents in Kentucky who live in households with one or more of their own grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, nearly 36,000 grandparents are the primary caregivers for grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, the percent of grandparents who are responsible for grandchildren ranges between 32.4% and 87.5% in every county in Kentucky and is 9 percent above the national average; and

WHEREAS, grandparent caregivers are at the center of a battle against drug use and addiction that has reached epidemic proportions in Kentucky, accepting primary caregiving responsibilities for grandchildren, often ill prepared to do so, because the birth parents are in jail or incapacitated by drugs or alcohol; and

WHEREAS, grandparents are accepting caregiving responsibilities with little regard to their own emotional and physical well-being; and

WHEREAS, grandparent caregivers are concerned about the health, education, and personal safety and security of their grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, the demand for foster care increasingly exceeds the availability of such care; and

WHEREAS, the placement in the child welfare system of children being raised by grandparents would impose substantial costs on taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky immediately needs to prepare for the growing population of grandchildren being raised by grandparents;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare is directed to study issues and barriers that confront grandparent caregivers. The study may include receipt of testimony from representatives of state agencies associated with health care and protective services for children, health care providers, community-based service providers, local governments, and family law judges.

Section 2.   The study may address any issue related to grandparent caregivers and grandchildren, which may include associated legal relationships, financial assistance, intervention strategies, local navigators, necessary legislation to reduce barriers to school enrollment and health care, mental health and emotional issues, supportive services, after-school care, legal assistance, respite care and stress reduction programs information and referral assistance, and enhancement of respect by changing the cultures of the legal, judicial, and social services communities to recognize the role of grandparent caregivers.

Section 3.   The Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare shall report its findings and any recommendations to the 2005 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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