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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force of the Legislative Research Commission to study the unique needs of grandparents who are raising their grandchildren and to develop an action plan to address their needs.

WHEREAS, there are currently 70,000 grandparents in Kentucky who live in households with one or more of their own grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, nearly 36,000 grandparents are the primary caregivers for grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, the percent of grandparents who are responsible for grandchildren ranges between 32.4% and 87.5% in every county in Kentucky and is 9 percent above the national average; and

WHEREAS, grandparent caregivers are at the center of a battle against drug use and addiction that has reached epidemic proportions in Kentucky, accepting primary caregiving responsibilities for grandchildren, often ill prepared to do so, because the birth parents are in jail or incapacitated by drugs or alcohol; and

WHEREAS, grandparents are accepting caregiving responsibilities with little regard to their own emotional and physical well-being; and

WHEREAS, grandparent caregivers are concerned about the health, education, and personal safety and security of their grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, the demand for foster care increasingly exceeds the availability of such care; and

WHEREAS, the placement in the child welfare system of children being raised by grandparents would impose substantial costs on taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky immediately needs to prepare for the growing population of grandchildren being raised by grandparents;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish a 37 member task force on grandparents who raise grandchildren. The task force shall study the issues and barriers that confront grandparent caregivers and shall develop an action plan to address their needs.

Section 2.   The task force shall consist of the following members subject to approval by the Legislative Research Commission:

(1)
The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare or their designees;

(2)
The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue or their designees;

(3)
The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary or their designees;

(4)
The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on Seniors, Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection, or their designees;

(5)
The Lieutenant Governor or a representative of his "War Against Drugs" initiative;

(6)
The commissioner of the Department for Public Health or a designee;

(7)
The commissioner of the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services or a designee;

(8)
The commissioner of the Department for Community Based Services or a designee;

(9)
The Attorney General or a designee;

(10)
The director of the Division of Protection and Permanency, or a designee;

(11)
The coordinator of the Kentucky KinCare Project, Office of Aging Services, or a designee;

(12)
The executive director of the Office of Family Resource and Youth Services Centers, or a designee;

(13)
The director of the Division of Family Support, or a designee;

(14)
The Commissioner of the Department of Education, or a designee;

(15)
The associate dean, Cooperative Extension Service, College of Agriculture, University of Kentucky, or a designee;

(16)
The assistant director of the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences, Cooperative Extension Service, College of Agriculture, University of Kentucky, or a designee;

(17)
The executive director of the Kentucky Association of Community Action, or a designee;

(18)
Two representatives of the Kentucky Association of Area Agencies on Aging, as designated by the Office of Aging Services;

(19)
Two currently sitting or retired family law judges, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(20)
The director of the Department of Education's Division of Student, Family, and Community Support Services or a designee;

(21)
The director of the Lexington-Fayette Urban-County Government's Office of Aging or a designee;

(22)
The Jefferson County attorney or a designee;

(23)
Five grandparents as designated by the Kentucky KinCare Statewide Steering Committee;

(24)
Three local family resource and youth services center coordinators as designated by the Office of Family Resource and Youth Services Centers; and

(25)
One family and consumer sciences specialist as designated by the assistant director of the Department for Family and Consumer Sciences, Cooperative Extension Service, College of Agriculture, University of Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Legislative Research Commission shall appoint as co-chairs one Senator and one member of the House of Representatives from among the membership of the task force.

Section 4.   The task force shall meet at least monthly, beginning not later than August 1, 2004, and shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission no later than December 15, 2004. The task force shall cease to exist upon the making of its report.

Section 5.   The task force findings and recommendations shall:

(1)
Ascertain data on the number of Kentucky grandparents who raise grandchildren and the number of grandchildren in their care;

(2)
Determine major needs and concerns of Kentucky grandparents who raise grandchildren; and

(3)
Develop a strategic plan to address these needs and concerns, and identify any barriers to implementing the plan on a timely basis.

Section 6.   Issues to be addressed in the recommendations shall include but are not limited to the following:

(1)
The establishment of proper legal relationships between grandparents and grandchildren so that grandparents may act in the best interests of their grandchildren;

(2)
The provision of financial assistance for grandparents who raise grandchildren, including the availability of actual assistance and public awareness of policies regarding and eligibility requirements for assistance;

(3)
The need for "Focused Intervention" strategies (education, information, training, other assistance as identified) with grandparents who are second-time caregivers because birth parents are involved with drug use, addiction, alcoholism, or incarceration;

(4)
The need for local "navigators" or communicators to help steer grandparent caregivers through the complex network of social supports and eligibility requirements;

(5)
The need for education legislation to reduce and eliminate barriers to school enrollment, and the need for medical consent legislation to reduce and eliminate barriers to obtaining immunizations and other health care for the children;

(6)
The need for more assistance for grandchildren with mental health and emotional problems, including the availability of counseling services;

(7)
The availability of after-school care, transportation, and tutoring for grandchildren;

(8)
Legal assistance specific to the needs of grandparent caregivers;

(9)
Increased availability of and access to mental and physical health services for grandparents who raise grandchildren;

(10)
Increased respite care and stress reduction programs;

(11)
More comprehensive information and referral assistance; and

(12)
Enhancement of respect for grandparent caregivers by changing the cultures of the legal, judicial, and social services communities.

Section 7.   Except as provided in KRS 18A.200, members of the task force shall receive actual travel expenses incurred while attending meetings of the task force.

Section 8.   The task force may employ consultants if approved by the Legislative Research Commission, request and hear testimony, or take any necessary steps to ensure a fair, thorough, and reasonable study of the issue.

Section 9.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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