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A JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing and directing the establishment of a task force on medical practices relating to pain management.

WHEREAS, there is general medical and regulatory consensus that opioid analgesics are a necessary part of professional medical practice; however, effective pain control and management continues to be a public health problem for individuals with serious diseases; and

WHEREAS, because of the potential for drug abuse, the prescribing, dispensing, and administering of opioid analgesics is regulated by federal and state controlled substances policies, laws, and regulations intended to prevent drug abuse and substandard medical practice; and

WHEREAS, these policies have an unintended negative effect on legitimate medical practices creating undue burdens on patients and caregivers; and

WHEREAS, a collaborative effort from health care practitioners, law enforcement and regulatory officials, and health care licensing boards is required to develop and propose recommendations to promote balanced policies to prevent drug abuse while also recognizing that pain medications are necessary for medical purposes;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   There is established a pain management task force as a collaborative effort between the medical schools of the University of Kentucky and University of Louisville. The task force shall be appointed upon notification to either medical school that funding is available to support the operation of the task force. To reduce any potential duplication of effort, the task force may be associated with existing programs, initiatives, or efforts involving the improvement of medical practice relating to pain management of either or both of the universities.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of the following:

(1)
One (1) health care professional specializing in pain management from the University of Kentucky Medical Center, appointed by the dean of the University of Kentucky School of Medicine, and one (1) health care professional specializing in pain management from the University of Louisville Medical Center, appointed by the dean of the University of Louisville School of Medicine. Persons appointed under this subsection shall co-chair the task force;

(2)
Two (2) physicians who are licensed and actively practicing physicians appointed by the Kentucky Medical Association. One (1) appointment under this subsection shall be a specialist in pain management and one (1) appointment shall be a specialist in hospice and palliative care;

(3)
Two (2) pharmacists, one (1) of whom shall be the executive director of the Kentucky Board of Pharmacy or designee, and one (1) of whom shall be a licensed and actively practicing pharmacist appointed by the Kentucky Pharmacists Association;

(4)
The executive director of the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure or designee;

(5)
The executive director of the Kentucky Board of Nursing or designee;

(6)
One (1) nurse who is an actively practicing advanced registered nurse practitioner specializing in pain management, appointed by the executive director of the Kentucky Board of Nursing;

(7)
One (1) actively practicing psychologist appointed by the Kentucky Psychological Association;

(8)
The executive director of the Kentucky Hospital Association or designee;

(9)
The Kentucky health systems director of the American Cancer Society or designee;

(10)
The executive director of the Kentucky Association of Hospice and Palliative Care or designee;

(11)
One (1) representative from the Cabinet for Health Services who shall be familiar with the Kentucky All Schedule Prescription Electronic Reporting (KASPER) program, appointed by the secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services;

(12)
The Attorney General or designee; and

(13)
The secretary of the Justice Cabinet or designee.


The task force may establish workgroups and may invite other medical professionals or interested persons to assist with the duties required under Section 3. Persons interested in participating with the task force or in a workgroup may submit written notice of their interest to participate to either co-chair of the task force.

Section 3.   The task force shall have at least the following purposes:

(1)
Study the legal, fiscal, and other barriers to effective pain management, including but not limited to:

(a)
Policies, administrative regulations, and state and federal laws governing the prescribing, dispensing, or administration of controlled substances;

(b)
Published studies, reports, findings, or recommendations regarding pain management practices; and

(c)
Policies relating to the regulation of and funding for pain assessment and treatment by specialists, including but not limited to the requirements for designation of specialty practice and continuing education requirements that include knowledge of addiction.

(2)
Develop recommendations for policies, administrative regulations, or legislation to address the effective use of controlled substances in pain management and policies to improve pain management practice, including but not limited to education and awareness of medical professionals, law enforcement and regulatory officials, and the general public.

(3)
The task force may accept gifts, grants, appropriations, or other financial support to accomplish its duties.

(4)
The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Governor, the secretaries of the Cabinet for Health Services and the Justice Cabinet, the Legislative Research Commission, and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare by October 30, 2005.
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