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A JOINT RESOLUTION memorializing PFC David Paul Nash of Daviess County, recipient of the Medal of Honor, and declaring an emergency.

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."










John 15:13

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash was born in Whitesville, Kentucky, on November 3, 1948, the son of Ishmael Worth Nash and Mary Stella Nash; and

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash, known as "Paulie" to his friends, was a typical country boy who loved to fish and hunt, was not afraid of hard work, and raised a tobacco crop with his older brother; and

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash was a member of St. Mary's of the Woods Catholic Church, where he was an altar boy and where his mother and many of members of his family are still members today; and

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash, after schooling at St. Mary's High School, was drafted into the United States Army and became a grenadier with the Ninth Infantry Division; and

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash had no second thoughts about serving his country in Vietnam; he expressed to friends and family that it was the right thing to do; and

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash, while on an ambush patrol on December 29, 1968, made the ultimate sacrifice when an enemy grenade landed a few feet from his position and he without hesitation shouted a warning to his comrades and leaped on the lethal explosive, saving the lives of three other men at the cost of his own; and

WHEREAS, a soldier who served with David Paul Nash paid him the ultimate compliment when he said of his friend, "He was always quiet but he made you feel good about yourself. He was the kind of guy you wanted next to you when you went on patrol. You trusted him. You knew he would do the right thing and cover you. When I heard what happened, I wasn't surprised. He was that kind of guy."; and

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash, because of his gallantry that came at the sacrifice of his life, was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor; and

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash has been fondly remembered and sorely missed over these past 35 years by his parents, his six brothers, Leon, Randy, Earl, Wilson, Allen, and Kenny Nash, his sister Sue Nash Fisher, his extended family, and the entire Whitesville community; and

WHEREAS, David Paul Nash is owed a debt for his service and sacrifice that the Commonwealth can never repay, but can recognize through a tangible symbol, however inadequate it might be,

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name Kentucky Route 54 from the intersection with Haynes Station Road in Daviess County (mile point 13.36) to the Ohio County line the "PFC David Paulie Nash Memorial Highway."

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs that read "PFC David Paulie Nash Memorial Highway" at each end of the route identified in Section 1 of this Resolution, and at appropriate intervals along the route.

Section 3.   The Transportation Cabinet shall include on the signs described in Section 2 of this Resolution, an indication that PFC Nash was a recipient of the Medal of Honor.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution upon its enactment to Stella Nash, 9156 Kentucky Route 54, Whitesville, Kentucky 42378.

Section 5.   Whereas over 35 years have passed since Private Nash's passing, and delaying this small honor any longer than absolutely necessary would be inexcusable, an emergency is declared to exist and this Resolution shall take effect upon it passage and approval by the Governor or its otherwise becoming a law.
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