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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Cabinet for Health Services to study the problem of teenage in-vehicle drinking and related drug abuse.

WHEREAS, teenagers with ready access to the motor vehicle have become increasingly mobile; and

WHEREAS, in the United States in 1998, 1,695 youths in the 15- to 19-year-old age range lost their lives as a result of alcohol-related traffic accidents; and

WHEREAS, the Aluminum Anonymous Project surveyed 1,072 miles of Kentucky roadsides from Pikeville to Hazard to London to Lebanon to Glasgow to the Tennessee state line, and from the West Virginia state line to Maysville to Frankfort to Owensboro to Hopkinsville in September 1997, November 1998, and October 2000 for the discard rate of alcoholic beverage containers, and found an average of 1,025 beer cans or beer bottles per mile of road annually; and

WHEREAS, the Aluminum Anonymous Project followed up the survey with "Who's Doing the Tossing?" interviews of professionals working with teens and adults in alcohol and drug settings, and it was estimated that 50 percent of the discarded alcoholic beverage containers were coming from teenagers; and

WHEREAS, in spite of the January 2001 national survey of teenagers by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) that included questions of drinking and drug use while driving and riding, perhaps for the first time at the federal level, too little is known about the alcohol and drug behavior of Kentucky teenagers after the car doors close; and

WHEREAS, the January 2001 report of the National Center on Substance Abuse and Addiction, "Shoveling Up: Impact of Substance Abuse on State Budgets," states that only one percent of the $957 million total that is spent annually on substance abuse problems is for prevention and treatment;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Cabinet for Health Services, in cooperation with the Transportation Cabinet, the Justice Cabinet, the Kentucky Agency for Substance Abuse Policy, the Department for Juvenile Justice, the Cabinet for Families and Children, and any other appropriate state agency or commission that deals with or has or should have knowledge of the problem of teenage in-vehicle drinking and related drug use, shall study this problem by:

(1)
Assembling what is known about this behavior, its dynamics, prevalence, and incidence;

(2)
Identifying gaps in knowledge, program, policy, and interagency interaction; and

(3)
Recommending action that should be taken by the involved state agencies and the Kentucky General Assembly.

Section 2.   The Cabinet for Health Services shall report by October 1, 2004, to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission with a recommended plan of action for a policy and program that would comprehensively incorporate teenage in-vehicle drinking and related drug use into the scope of the state's prevention strategies. The report shall include, if appropriate, the identification of new programs along with their estimated costs.
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