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A JOINT RESOLUTION requiring a plaque, monument, and/or memorial display honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. by the floral clock on the grounds of the New Capitol Annex.

WHEREAS, on March 5, 1964, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led more than ten thousand (10,000) people from across Kentucky to rally at the Kentucky State Capitol for the passage of laws to secure certain God-given rights which had been denied African-Americans in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, in 1958 as President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, whose motto was "To Save the Soul of America," Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. understood the black church to be the Lord's appointed instrument for bringing about a spiritual awakening and repentance in the United States when Dr. King said, "This is a great hour for the Negro. The challenge is here. To become the instruments of a great idea is a privilege that history gives only occasionally. Arnold Toynbee says in 'A Study in History' that it may be the Negro who will give the spiritual dynamic to western civilization that it so desperately needs to survive. I hope this is possible. The spiritual power that the Negro can radiate to the world comes from love, understanding, good will, and nonviolence"; and

WHEREAS, when criticized as an "outsider" for his civil rights leadership in Birmingham, Alabama in 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. described the prophetic nature of his calling by saying, "I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the prophets of the eighth century B.C. left their villages and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco-Roman world, so am I compelled to carry the gospel of freedom beyond my own home town. Like Paul, I must constantly respond to the Macedonian call for aid"; and

WHEREAS, in August of 1965 on CBS's "Face the Nation," Martin Luther King, Jr. defined his leadership role in the movement to secure justice and God-given rights for all African-Americans in terms of his calling as a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, when he said, "I happen to be a minister of the Gospel and I take that ministry very seriously, and in that capacity I have not merely a priestly function but a prophetic function, and I must ever see to bring the great principles of our Judeo-Christian heritage to bear on the social evils of our day"; and

WHEREAS, in a speech, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. clearly set forth early church and colonial American precedents for nonviolent protests employed to secure justice: "The religious tradition of the Negro had shown him that the nonviolent resistance of the early Christians had constituted a moral offensive of such overriding power that it shook the Roman Empire. American history had taught him that nonviolence in the form of boycotts and protests had confounded the British monarchy and laid the basis for freeing the colonies from unjust domination"; and

WHEREAS, in his book, There is a Balm in Gilead, Dr. Lewis V. Baldwin, Professor of Religious Studies at Vanderbilt University, points out the great similarity between the redemptive mission of the Hebrew prophets of the Bible and the redemptive mission of Martin Luther King, Jr., which was vividly manifested in a speech given by Dr. King on April 3, 1968, the night before he was assassinated: "Well, I don't know what will happen now. We've got some difficult days ahead. But it really doesn't matter with me now, because I've been to the mountaintop. And I don't mind. Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I'm not concerned about that now. I just want to do God's will. And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over. And I've seen the promised land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we as a people will get to the promised land. And I'm happy, tonight. I'm not worried about anything. I'm not fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Division of Historic Properties shall place a plaque, monument, and/or memorial display honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. near the floral clock on the grounds of the New Capitol Annex.

Section 2.   The plaque, monument, and/or memorial display shall include the following text: 

This memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. has been erected to encourage future generations to follow Dr. King's godly example and to study those who inspired him to challenge unjust political structures without resorting to violence. Dr. King's refusal to isolate his Christian faith and biblical principles from politics, lawmaking, and social policy resulted in the church-centered civil rights campaigns of the 1950s and 1960s which helped overturn many unrighteous laws.

One such campaign took place near this spot on March 5, 1964, when Dr. King led ten thousand (10,000) people to a peaceful rally at the state Capitol. The very next legislative session, Kentucky became the first southern state to pass civil rights legislation. Historian Samuel S. Hill points out that King's Southern Christian Leadership Conference was formed in 1957 "to give the total struggle a sense of Christian and disciplined direction" and "sought the embodiment of the teachings of Jesus in the laws of American society." Addressing the Southern Christian Leadership Conference Ministers' Leadership Training Program, Dr. King said: "I didn't get my inspiration from Karl Marx; I got it from a man named Jesus, a Galilean saint who said he was anointed to heal the broken-hearted. He was anointed to deal with the problems of the poor. And that is where we get our inspiration." In Stride Toward Freedom, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. explained the interface between the Christian faith and American political life: "Gandhi was probably the first person in history to lift the love ethic of Jesus above mere interaction between individuals to a powerful and effective social force on a large scale."

The words of the Indian leader Mahatma Gandhi impacted Martin Luther King, Jr. who in turn impacted a nation for righteousness: "I can say without the slightest hesitation, and yet in all humility, that those who say that religion has nothing to do with politics do not know what religion means."

Section 3.   The Historic Properties Advisory Commission shall be responsible for the design of the plaque, monument, and/or memorial display required in Section 1 of this Resolution, and may accept appropriations, gifts, grants, or any other funds, both public and private, to fund the plaque, monument, and/or memorial display and its upkeep. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, all appropriations, gifts, grants, or any other funds, both public and private, used to fund the plaque, monument, or memorial display shall be voluntary.

Section 4.   The Department of Facilities Management shall be responsible for the routine maintenance and upkeep.
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