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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Louie B. Nunn.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to our friend, mentor, and colleague, Louie B. Nunn, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Louie B. Nunn was born on March 8, 1924, a native of Barren County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on January 29, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Louie B. Nunn was the loving son of the late Waller Harrison and Mary Roberts Nunn; he was the husband of the late Beula Cornelius Aspley Nunn, and he also was preceded in passing by a loving stepdaughter, Margaret Susan Crieger; he was the loving father of a son, Representative Steven R. Nunn, and a daughter, Jennie Lou Penn; and he was the proud grandfather of Robert Nunn, Courtney Nunn, and Mary Elizabeth Nunn; and Margaret Penn, Paige Penn, and Rachel Penn; and he also leaves behind two loving stepsons, Joe Aspley and Donald B. Aspley; and

WHEREAS, Louie B. Nunn graduated from Hiseville High School; he attended Bowling Green Business University, the University of Cincinnati, and received his law degree in 1950 from the University of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Louie B. Nunn served his country with pride and distinction in the United States Army from 1943 to 1945 during World War II; and

WHEREAS, Louie B. Nunn was an integral part of the Barren County community, where he established a successful law practice in Glasgow; he was a devout member and chairman of the board of elders and deacons at First Christian Church; he was commander of the Barren County American Legion Post, vice president of the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, and president of the Glasgow-Barren County Bar Association; and during the 1950s, he was named one of three outstanding young men of Kentucky by the Kentucky Junior Chamber of Commerce, and he was chosen as Glasgow's outstanding young man; and

WHEREAS, as a young man, Louie B. Nunn became a member of the Republican Party, and he cultivated a passion for Kentucky politics; he was elected to the position of Glasgow city attorney; in 1953, at the age of 29, he was elected Barren County Judge, which made him the youngest Kentuckian to serve as county judge, and the first Republican to hold that post in Barren County; and during his tenure as county judge, he was instrumental in organizing a county welfare board to make possible the financing and administration of various Barren County welfare programs, and he founded Santa Claus Unincorporated, a club to collect toys, money, and clothing for needy children; and

WHEREAS, Louie B. Nunn managed the successful campaigns of United States Senators John Sherman Cooper and Thurston Morton, and he handled statewide campaigns for Presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower and Richard Nixon; and during his term as Governor, he led the state GOP delegation to the 1968 Republican Convention, where he served as chairman of the Republican governors, and a major spokesman for the party; and he later acted as a regional coordinator in Ronald Reagan's 1976 presidential bid; and

WHEREAS, Louie B. Nunn was inaugurated Governor of Kentucky in December 1967; his term began with the realization that a tax increase was imminent in order for Kentucky to have a balanced budget and continue funding vital programs, such as education, mental health, and welfare; the 1968 General Assembly passed his executive budget, and at his request two years later, the legislature eliminated the sales tax from prescription drugs; and although the Republican Party was not in the majority of either house during his term of office, Louie B. Nunn maintained a successful working relationship with the General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, during his term as Governor, Louie B. Nunn was an outspoken advocate for the mentally ill, and his son, Representative Steven R. Nunn, continues this advocacy; he provided for improved juvenile delinquent facilities; he supported Kentucky Educational Television; funding for the University of Louisville, which was granted entry into the state system; and money to start Northern Kentucky University; and he was an advocate of the preservation of the Red River Gorge in Powell County; while serving as Governor, the state acquired Lilley Cornett Woods, a tract of virgin forest in Letcher County; and after his term of office, he was appointed a member of the board of regents at Morehead State University and Kentucky State University, where he worked to help the institutions with their difficulties; and

WHEREAS, when we remember Louie B. Nunn, we are reminded that he was a public servant, in the truest sense of the word; and he was considered a political giant within the Republican Party; he demonstrated an unwavering dedication to the citizens of this Commonwealth, and he served as an inspiration to his fellow peers through his endless efforts and tireless commitment to the causes and beliefs he steadfastly supported; and

WHEREAS, Louie B. Nunn displayed enthusiasm and optimism throughout his life; he contributed much to the American political system, and his influence will continue through all the lives he touched; he demonstrated his great leadership abilities as Governor of Kentucky; he was an outstanding Governor, a great politician, and he joins Abraham Lincoln and Henry Clay as Kentucky's foremost statesmen; and

WHEREAS, a celebration of life was held for Governor Louie B. Nunn on February 2, 2004 in the State Capitol rotunda, where his body lay in state; and his funeral service will be held on February 3, 2004 at the First Christian Church of Glasgow, with burial in the Cosby Cemetery; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Louie B. Nunn has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its utter sense of bereavement and loss upon the passing of our friend, mentor, and colleague, Louie B. Nunn, and extends to his family and many friends its most profound and deepest sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of our native son, Louie B. Nunn.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Steven R. Nunn, 136 Fairway Place, Glasgow, Kentucky 42141.
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