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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to repeal the North American Free Trade Agreement and to end the Free Trade of the Americas negotiations

WHEREAS, the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between Canada, Mexico and the United States took effect in 1994; and

WHEREAS, proponents of NAFTA promised increased U.S. jobs through greater exports to Canada and Mexico, lower prices for American consumers and improved economic conditions for Mexican citizens; and

WHEREAS, on the tenth anniversary of NAFTA more than 700,000 American jobs have been lost as a result of NAFTA ; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has lost more than 22,000 jobs as a result of NAFTA; and

WHEREAS, the annual U.S. trade deficit with Mexico has reached $30 billion and the trade deficit with Canada has reached $50 billion; and

WHEREAS, the number of Mexican citizens living in poverty has increased from 63 million to 69 million since NAFTA; and

WHEREAS, consumer goods imported from Mexico are no cheaper than before the implementation of NAFTA; and

WHEREAS, the promises of NAFTA have not been fulfilled and the results have produced unprecedented job losses across Kentucky and in all the United States, have created skyrocketing trade imbalances with Canada and Mexico and have further impoverished the citizens of Mexico;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body declares that the unfilled promises of the North American Free Trade Agreement have resulting in economic devastation affecting all Kentuckians in a manner which must urgently be addressed by Kentucky's representatives to the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives.

Section 2.   The United States Congress is urged to repeal, immediately, the North American Free Trade Agreement and to take actions to mitigate the effects of this agreement on the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 3.   The United State Congress is urged to curtail any further consideration or negotiations over the Free Trade Area of the Americas, which would extend the North American Free Trade Agreement to thirty-four other countries in this hemisphere and worsen the already negative impact of the North American Free Trade Agreement on the workers and consumers of these United States as well as those in other participating nations.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of Kentucky's delegation in the United States Congress.
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