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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Brenda Denise Cowan.

It is with heavy hearts and deep sadness that we learn of the premature passing of Brenda Denise Cowan, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Brenda Denise Cowan was born on May 9, 1963, a native of Sturgis, Union County, Kentucky, and longtime resident of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky, and she traversed these earthly bounds on February 13, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Brenda Denise Cowan was the loving daughter of the late Reverend Tabb Frank Scott Cowan Sr. and Ella Irene Dawson; she was the loving sister of two sisters, Myrtle Cowan of Madisonville and Helen Cowan of Louisville; and she was the loving sister of three brothers, the Reverend Glenn Cowan and Freddie Cowan, both of Madisonville, and Lynnwood Cowan of Orlando, Florida; and

WHEREAS, Brenda Denise Cowan graduated from the University of Kentucky with a B. S. degree in Psychology; she was employed with the Fayette County Fire Department for 12 years, where she was the first black female firefighter in Lexington, and where she had recently been promoted to Lieutenant at Station 18; she was of strong character and high integrity, and she was a dedicated professional firefighter, in the truest sense of the word; she was always prepared to face injury, and even death, to prevent injury to property and persons; and her tenacious courage in the line of duty will serve as a source of strength and encouragement for others; and

WHEREAS, in the aftermath of this tragedy, we are reminded of the grief and suffering afflicted upon the family and friends of Brenda Denise Cowan, how precious she was to her loved ones, and how her loved ones have been denied the opportunity of witnessing her reach her full potential; and we are also reminded that a life spent worthily should be measured by deeds, not years, and through her compassion, enthusiasm, and genuine love and concern for her fellow man, Brenda Denise Cowan is worthy of the highest commendation; and

WHEREAS, Brenda Denise Cowan was an active and devout member of Consolidated Baptist Church in Lexington, where she was greeter and on the culinary committee, and where her funeral service is being held on February 18, 2004; and

WHEREAS, the premature passing of Brenda Denise Cowan has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the premature passing of Brenda Denise Cowan, and extends to her loving family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Brenda Denise Cowan.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Lexington Fire Department, 219 East Third Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40508.
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