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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston was born on September 29, 1911, a native of Norfolk, Virginia, and he traversed these earthly bounds on May 6, 2003; and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston was the loving son of the late Deedom and Berder Lee Alston; he was the devoted husband of the late Eloise Williams; he was the loving father of two sons, Virnal Jeffery Alston of Louisville and Edward Deedom Alston of Los Angeles, California and St. Croix, Virgin Islands; and he also leaves behind seven grandchildren and six great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston graduated from North Carolina College in Durham, North Carolina, with a degree in Business Administration, where he also was captain of his football team and All-CIAA center; and he was a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity; and

WHEREAS, after being called into the ministry in 1939, the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston enrolled in the Bishop Payne Divinity School; before bringing his family to Louisville in 1951 to become the pastor at the Church of Our Merciful Saviour, he, as an Episcopal minister, had churches in Emporia, Suffolk, and Portsmouth, Virginia; he is credited with being responsible for the tremendous growth at the Church of Our Merciful Saviour, where he was the shepherd of his flock for seventeen years; during this time, he baptized over two hundred persons and presented many for confirmation, the church building and parish house were renovated under his guidance, and at his retirement in 1969, he was elected Rector Emeritus and continued giving his time and talents to the Church of Our Merciful Saviour; and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston served as chairman of the NAACP labor-industry committee, and under his auspices, the committee kept watch on industries and labor unions for discrimination against black people; and

WHEREAS, after his retirement from the ministry, the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston continued to serve his community as the Director of Sanitation for the City of Louisville, where he is credited with starting scheduled neighborhood junk pickups and with beginning the reorganization of the Department of Sanitation; he also was president of the Louisville chapter of Frontiers of America, Louisville's first black civic club, when it was chartered with 29 members in 1951; and while serving on a deputized clerical advisory committee to the Jefferson County Jail in 1954, he was instrumental in starting a counseling service to inmates; and

WHEREAS, the passing of the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the Reverend Edward Deedom Alston.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Virnal Jeffery Alston, 8707 Lynn Hall Court, Prospect, Kentucky 40059.
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