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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to enact legislation establishing English as the official language of the United States of America.

WHEREAS, the United States of America is composed of individuals from diverse ethnic, cultural, and linguistic backgrounds, and continues to benefit from its rich diversity; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of the United States, the common thread binding individuals of different backgrounds has been the English language; and

WHEREAS, declaring English as the official language is essential for uniting Americans who now speak more than 329 languages by providing a common means of communication; and

WHEREAS, U. S. immigrants would be encouraged to learn English in order to use government services and to participate in the democratic process; and

WHEREAS, learning English would be beneficial to immigrants who become United States Citizens because studies of Census data show that an immigrant's income rises about 30 percent as a result of learning English, leading to the realization of the American dream of increased economic opportunity and the ability to be a productive member of society; and

WHEREAS, in New York City schools, 54 percent of students who entered English as a Second Language programs in kindergarten scored above the 50th percentile in reading when they reached the 7th grade, compared with under 40 percent for students who entered bilingual programs at the same time; and in mathematics, the gap was even greater, 70 percent versus 51 percent; and

WHEREAS, the 2000 U. S. Census revealed that 21.3 million Americans, eight percent of the population, are classified as "limited English proficient," a 52 percent increase from 1990, and more than double the 1980 total; and

WHEREAS, the United States Government's efforts to make it easy for immigrants to function in their native languages has not only proven to be expensive for American taxpayers, it has served to keep immigrants linguistically isolated, excluding them from the American "melting pot" which truly unites us as a people; and

WHEREAS, in 1983 the late Senator S. I. Hayakawa, an immigrant himself, founded U. S. English, Incorporated, a group dedicated to preserving the unifying role of the English language in the United States, declaring that "English is the key to full participation in the opportunities of American life"; and

WHEREAS, President Theodore Roosevelt stated that "We have room for but one language here, and that is the English language, for we intend to see that the crucible turns our people out as Americans"; and

WHEREAS, official English legislation does not mean "English only" because it does not prohibit government agencies from using other languages when there is a compelling public interest for doing so, such as protecting public health and safety, assuring equality before the law, promoting tourism, teaching foreign languages, providing for national defense, and many other legitimate, common sense needs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the Kentucky House of Representatives urges the Congress of the United States of America to enact legislation establishing English as the official language of the United States of America.

Section 2.   That the Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to mail a copy of this Resolution to the Clerk of the United States Senate, the Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, and to each member of Kentucky's Congressional delegation.
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