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A RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources to develop procedures relating to the removal and elimination of endangered, threatened, rare, or reintroduced species.

WHEREAS, threatened, endangered, rare, and reintroduced animal species are an important part of our Commonwealth's natural heritage; and

WHEREAS, efforts are underway in many parts of our nation to reintroduce native animals, and here in Kentucky, elk; and

WHEREAS, these reintroduced animals require the most protection that can be afforded to them in order for them to become reestablished in their native habitat; and

WHEREAS, on occasion they move or migrate from those established locations where they have been reintroduced and where they are safe; and

WHEREAS, often these movements and migrations result in danger to both animals and humans, or economic hardship on the human population; and

WHEREAS, the above circumstances will continue and will require responses from time to time throughout the future;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) is strongly urged to explore, develop, and subsequently take all possible means to protect from harm those endangered, threatened, rare, and reintroduced animals, especially elk, that become subject to harm in Kentucky as a consequence of movement or migration from safe habitat or locations.

Section 2.   The KDFWR is strongly urged to avoid eliminating any such animals and to establish criteria and processes for reviewing any decision made to eliminate such animals.

Section 3.   Any such animal that must be killed and is fit for human consumption, as for example, elk, should benefit the Hunters for the Hungry program or any appropriate local food distribution effort, or be used for hunter or other educational projects or programs.

Section 4.   The KDFWR is strongly urged to establish a system of mediation to be used whenever private property issues become involved with preserving or relocating threatened, endangered, rare, or reintroduced animals and to submit the resultant system of mediation to the Interim Joint Committee for Agriculture and Natural Resources.

Section 5.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the KDFWR and to the Kentucky Hunters for the Hungry, P.O. Box 176, Williamstown, KY 41097.
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