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A RESOLUTION commending and honoring the employees of Dotiki Mine in their expeditious efforts to restore mine operations.

WHEREAS, Dotiki Mine, owned and operated by Alliance Coal, LCC, is an underground mining complex, located near Providence, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Dotiki Mine has been producing low moisture, high sulfur coal since 1966; and

WHEREAS, Dotiki Mine maintains approximately 375 employees, one of the largest workforces among the businesses located in Webster and Hopkins Counties; and

WHEREAS, Dotiki Mine produces more coal annually than any other underground non-longwall mine in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Dotiki Mine is the largest producer of coal in the state of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, on February 11, 2004, a fire broke out in Dotiki Mine that could have caused injury or death to the miners working there and could have caused the permanent closing of the mine; and

WHEREAS, all miners were evacuated unharmed following the occurrence of the devastating mine fire; and

WHEREAS, the fire in Dotiki Mine was extinguished with the cooperation of surrounding land owners, who quickly volunteered to allow equipment to pass through their property; and

WHEREAS, miners were not allowed to return underground at Dotiki Mine for three weeks, but were assigned to other Alliance affiliates, with the result of no interruption in pay to any of the miners nor any layoffs at the mine; and

WHEREAS, the federal Mine Safety and Health Administration along with the Kentucky Department of Mines and Minerals provided invaluable expertise and assistance in the development and execution of the recovery techniques employed at the Dotiki Mine; and

WHEREAS, on March 8, 2004, Dotiki Mine reopened after the intensive and extraordinary efforts of Alliance Coal, the employees of Dotiki Mine, the federal Mine Safety and Health Administration, the Kentucky Department of Mines and Minerals, and the communities of Webster and Hopkins counties;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby acknowledge the value of the employees of the federal Mine Safety and Health Administration, the Kentucky Department of Mines and Minerals, and Dotiki Mine of Alliance Coal, LCC, especially those who contributed to the restoration of the mine, and the House of Representatives commends those individuals for their tireless efforts. 
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