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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving honor and memory of Robert Leslie Samples.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Robert Leslie Samples, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Robert Leslie Samples was born on January 3, 1953, a native of Shelbyville, Shelby County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on March 12, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Robert L. Samples was the loving son of Nell Stratton Samples and the late Selbert Samples; he was the devoted husband of Kathy Jensen Samples; he was the loving father of two sons, Matthew Tyler Samples and Kyle Embry Samples, both of Shelbyville, and a daughter, Leslie Katherine "Kate" Samples of Shelbyville; and he also leaves behind a caring brother, Jack M. Samples of Bagdad, and a sister, Joan Nation of Shelbyville, along with nieces and nephews; and

WHEREAS, Robert L. Samples was a graduate of Shelby County High School; and

WHEREAS, Robert L. Samples was a well-known businessman, farmer, and cattleman; he was the manager and co-owner of H&S Gas Company of Shelbyville and the owner and operator of KMR Beef Cattle; he worked for the ambulance service at Hall-Taylor Funeral Home and worked as an emergency medical technician for twenty years, beginning when Shelby County Emergency Medical Service was formed; and

WHEREAS, Robert L. Samples greatly contributed to his community as a public servant; he served in various local offices including former deputy coroner, deputy sheriff, deputy jailer, former constable for Shelby County, member of the City of Shelbyville police force, and chief of police in Eminence; from 1990 to 2003, he was a Shelby County Fiscal Court magistrate; and he also was a candidate for Shelby County judge/executive in the 2002 Democratic primary; and

WHEREAS, Robert L. Samples was instrumental in advancing several projects for Shelby County; he advocated for Shelby County's 911 system and was a chairman and member of the 911 Board; he also lobbied for the construction of the Family Activity Center and aided in improving the conditions at the local animal shelter; and

WHEREAS, Robert L. Samples served in many leadership positions throughout his lifetime, including: chairman of the Bagdad Cemetery Board of Directors, president of the Shelby County Athletic Boosters, former president of the Kentucky Hereford Association, former president of the Kentucky Association of Counties, past president of the Kentucky Magistrates and Commissioners Association, and former chief of the Shelbyville County Volunteer Fire Department; he also spent countless hours involved in other groups including the Waddy Lodge #662, Free & Accepted Masons, Kentucky Cattleman's Association, the Bagdad Volunteer Fire Department, the Shelbyville Fire Department, the Kentucky Association of Revenue Planners, and the Shelbyville-Shelby County Parks and Recreation Board; and he was a faithful member of Bagdad Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, Robert L. Samples was a multi-talented man and used each of these talents to serve his family, his friends, the people around him, and his community; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Robert L. Samples has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Robert Leslie Samples and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Robert Leslie Samples.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the wife of Robert L. Samples, Mrs. Kathy Samples, 1730 Eminence Pike, Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065; and to the mother of Robert L. Samples, Nell Stratton Samples, 4398 Bagdad Road, Bagdad, Kentucky 40003.
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