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A RESOLUTION recognizing the Newport Aquarium's First Annual Turtle Derby.

WHEREAS, the Newport Aquarium opened its doors in May of 1999, after ten years of planning; and

WHEREAS, the Newport Aquarium has attracted millions of visitors already since its opening, adding to the economic and educational vitality of the Northern Kentucky and Greater Cincinnati area; and

WHEREAS, the Newport Aquarium features over one million gallons of water occupying a space of 100,000 square feet and hosts 7,000 marine animals of 600 different species in 66 exhibits; and

WHEREAS, the Newport Aquarium has garnered national accolades in the presentation of its exhibits that spotlight the natural aquatic diversity in the Ohio River Valley as well as in other parts of the world; and

WHEREAS, the Newport Aquarium has been presenting "Turtles, Journey of Survival," which includes nine new exhibits showcasing 23 species of turtles, terrapins, and tortoises; and

WHEREAS, on May 1, 2004, the Newport Aquarium will host its first ever Annual Turtle Derby that will serve as the culminating event of the "Turtles, Journey of Survival" exhibit; and

WHEREAS, the First Annual Turtle Derby promises to be a wonderful and mirthful event as well as "the slowest two minutes in sports" as featured contestants "Pondbiscuit" and "Fabled Tortoise," both displaced reptiles in the care of Arrowhead Reptile Rescue, go claw-to-claw for victory in the Derby;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby congratulate the Newport Aquarium on its astounding success as an integral part of the Northern Kentucky and Greater Cincinnati economic engine and as a superlative educational resource.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives lauds the leadership and staff of the Newport Aquarium for their ingenuity in creating the many imaginative exhibits for the patrons of the aquarium and furthermore affirms that the First Annual Turtle Derby on May 1, 2004, will be yet another jewel in the crown of the Newport Aquarium, proving that education, conservation, and light-hearted fun can be contained in one package.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Jim Callahan for presentation to Dr. Tim Mullican, Executive Director of the Newport Aquarium.
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