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A RESOLUTION affirming the House of Representatives' appreciation of ethnic diversity in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky House of Representatives encourages respect for all people, celebrates the ancestral heritage of all Kentucky citizens, and understands that a diverse populace strengthens the fabric of our Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's proud and independent past serves to remind the nation and world that Kentucky is a special place to live and work, and that our citizenry is gentle and receptive to new ideas, new people, and new opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the most fundamental tenets of this Commonwealth are rooted in political and intellectual discourse that celebrate diversity of opinion and ethnicity, and are free from ethnic or racial slurs or innuendoes; and

WHEREAS, these tenets are embodied in the words that encircle the great seal of this Commonwealth, "United We Stand, Divided We Fall"; and

WHEREAS, citizens throughout Kentucky rightfully feel proud of their family heritage and recognize that the ancestral differences among our population add to the tapestry that is this Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby encourages political discourse which affirms the legitimacy and value of ethnic diversity in this Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives declares that public comments that denigrate any person's ethnic heritage are not representative of the values possessed by Kentuckians.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives affirms that a citizenry composed of individuals from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds is one of the great strengths of our state and nation.

Section 4.   The House of Representatives recognizes that the news media must necessarily report on statements of racial or ethnic intolerance, and encourages the media, civic leaders, and the citizenry to respond quickly and decisively to condemn such statements as inappropriate and not at all indicative of the general sentiments of Kentuckians.

Section 5.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky Congressional Delegation, to the editorial boards of the two newspapers with statewide circulation, and to the executive directors of the Democratic and Republican parties of Kentucky.
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