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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of James N. Halvatgis upon his retirement from the Kentucky Department of Veterans' Affairs.

WHEREAS, James N. Halvatgis was born on November 15, 1928; he is the devoted husband of Edith Halvatgis; he is the loving father of two sons, Raymond Halvatgis of Farmerville, Louisiana and Peter Halvatgis of Houston, Texas, and a daughter, Deanna Halvatgis of Alexandria, Virginia; and he is the proud grandfather of Jenna, Amanda, Kara, A. J., Holly, and Ashley; and

WHEREAS, James N. Halvatgis graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point on June 4, 1954, and he served his country with honor and distinction in the United States Army during the Vietnam War; and

WHEREAS, James N. Halvatgis has been employed by the Commonwealth of Kentucky for 15 years, and at the time of his retirement on July 31, 2003, he held the position of deputy commissioner of the Kentucky Department of Veterans' Affairs; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure with the Department of Veterans' Affairs, James N. Halvatgis was well-known as the "veterans' liaison" in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and he is most recognized by the veterans' community and the veterans' service organizations for his ability to get things accomplished and for his good advice and counsel; he was instrumental in the establishment of the state veterans' cemeteries; he was involved in the original planning, justification, and site selection process of the two new state veterans' nursing homes that opened in the year 2000; the establishment of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Vietnam Veterans Memorial Trust Fund, Veterans license plates, Vietnam Veterans bonus, Kentucky Veterans Program Trust Fund, the establishment of the Governor's Advisory Board for Veterans' Affairs, and the Joint Executive Council Veterans' Organizations; and

WHEREAS, when we reflect upon the contributions James N. Halvatgis has tirelessly given to the citizens of this great Commonwealth, we are reminded that ethics and integrity have played a large part in his many achievements, and his accomplishments should serve as an example for those who succeed him; and

WHEREAS, James N. Halvatgis, fondly referred to as Mr. "H" by his colleagues, is well known for his hat, being frugal, perfect penmanship, story time, and his "I remembers";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives recognizes that James N. Halvatgis, during his many years of service to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, has demonstrated strong character and is an element of invincible strength to all the lives he has touched.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives hails and commends James N. Halvatgis for his immeasurable contributions to the veterans of this great Commonwealth, and wishes to him upon his retirement continued success in all future endeavors.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of James N. Halvatgis.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. James N. Halvatgis, 6914 Bridgepointe Boulevard, Prospect, Kentucky 40059.
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