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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Captain Kimberly N. Hampton who perished in Iraq in January 2004.

WHEREAS, Captain Kimberly N. Hampton was the first female pilot to be killed in line of duty during Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, Kimberly N. Hampton was the devoted daughter of Ann and Dale Hampton, of Easley, South Carolina; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Hampton was in the top ten of her graduating class and senior class president of her graduating class of the Easley High School Class of 1994; and

WHEREAS, it was said of Kimberly N. Hampton, that she was a "kind, confident woman known for excellence in everything she tried..."; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Hampton attended Presbyterian College on a full United States Army scholarship, majoring in English; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Hampton was an undefeated singles tennis star in the South Atlantic Conference and ranked 18th, nationwide, in doubles tennis; and

WHEREAS, Kimberly N. Hampton graduated with honors from Presbyterian College in 1998; and

WHEREAS, Kimberly N. Hampton was an honor graduate of the Fort Rucker Helicopter Flight School and Aviation Officer Basic Course; and

WHEREAS, Kimberly N. Hampton served as a platoon leader in the 4th Squadron of the 7th Cavalry, patrolling the Demilitarized Zone in Korea; and 

WHEREAS, Kimberly N. Hampton graduated as an honor student from the Aviation Officer Advanced Course in 2002; and

WHEREAS, Kimberly N. Hampton was assigned to the 1st Squadron of the 17th Cavalry, under the control of the 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, Kimberly N. Hampton deployed with Joint Task Force 180 to serve in Afghanistan and served there with distinction; and

WHEREAS, she was soon deployed to Kuwait in anticipation of possible combat in Iraq, as Troop leader of D Troop, 1st Squadron of the 17th Cavalry in August 2003; and

WHEREAS,  Kimberly N. Hampton was piloting an OH-58 Kiowa, near Fallujah, Iraq, when her helicopter was struck by ground fire and brought down; and

WHEREAS, Kimberly N. Hampton subsequently died of wounds received that day while flying protection for other American forces; and

WHEREAS, those who knew Captain Hampton said, "She was definitely doing something that she loved"; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Captain Kimberly N. Hampton has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned by her parents, her brothers- and sisters-in-arms, and the citizens of the United States;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its utter and most profound sense of loss and bereavement upon the death of Captain Hampton. We extend to the family of Captain Kimberly Hampton our heartfelt sympathy and condolences.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this January 17, 2004, it does so in loving memory and honor of Captain Kimberly N. Hampton who perished in January 2004.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Commanding General of the 82nd Airborne Division, Major General Charles Swannack, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 28310, and to Lieutenant Colonel Terry Morgan, Acting Commander 1/17th Cavalry, Building C-8960, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 28310.
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