UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/03/04
04 REG. SESS.
04 RS BR 1588


AN ACT relating to mercury contained in immunizations and dental restorations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 214 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
An immunization shall not contain any mercury or other preservatives containing heavy metals, including but not limited to thimerosal.

(2)
New or replacement dental restorations shall not contain any mercury or other preservatives containing heavy metals. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to existing dental restorations unless replacement of the restorations is necessitated based on accepted dental practices or the patient requests replacement of the restorations.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 17A OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A health benefit plan that provides coverage for immunizations shall provide the same coverage for immunizations not containing mercury or other preservatives containing heavy metals that was provided for immunizations containing mercury or other preservatives containing heavy metals immediately prior to the effective date of this Act.

(2)
A health benefit plan that provides coverage for dental services shall provide the same coverage for dental restorations not containing mercury or other preservatives containing heavy metals that was provided for dental restorations containing mercury or other preservatives containing heavy metals immediately prior to the effective date of this Act.
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