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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to coroners and their deputies

SPONSOR
Senator Ray Jones

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Coroner offices/Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure creates a new section of KRS 72 to prohibit coroners or their deputies from soliciting business for the funeral industry when executing their public duties.  Additionally, the measure amends KRS 72.992 to provide that a violation of the prohibition would be classified as a Class A misdemeanor.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 178 on local governments is expected to be minimal.  The measure prohibits coroners or deputy coroners from soliciting business on behalf of or for a funeral home, mortuary, embalmer, crematory, cemetery, or other entity providing services relating to the end of life industry.  Any coroner or deputy coroner who violates provisions of the measure will be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

Many coroners throughout the state are affiliated with the end of life industry.  To comply with the measure, coroners and their deputies will have to take extra precaution to avoid any reference to the business or businesses with which they are affiliated.

Local law enforcement will need little training to comply with the measure.  Local governments will be responsible for incarcerating individual who violate provisions of the measure.  Individuals convicted of a Class A misdemeanor could be incarcerated in the local jail for up to a year, at an average cost of $33.91 per day, entirely at the local government's expense.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC Staff

Kentucky Jailers Association-Preliminary Study Related to the Cost of Incarceration in Kentucky County Jails Survey, October 6, 2003
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