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AN ACT relating to public health.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 211.005 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes and hereby declares that it is an essential function, duty and responsibility of the government of this Commonwealth to adequately safeguard the health of all its citizens, and to establish, maintain, implement, promote and conduct appropriate facilities and services for the purpose of protecting the public health. This chapter is enacted with the expressed legislative intention of effectuating these[the aforesaid] objectives in the manner provided in this chapter[herein].

(2)
The Department for Public Health shall develop and operate all programs for assessing the health status of the population, for the promotion of health, and for the prevention of disease, injury, disability, and premature death. To accomplish these goals, the department shall:
(a)
Collect public health information from county health departments, district health departments, city-county health departments, local health departments, independent health departments, and other authorized sources of health data necessary to assess the health status of citizens of the Commonwealth;
(b)
Identify health risks; and
(c)
Establish policies for reducing the health risks through communicable disease control, public health education, and public health emergency response activities.
(3)
The services provided by the Department for Public Health and all local health departments established under KRS Chapter 212 shall include but not be limited to:
(a)
Enforcement of public health regulations;
(b)
Surveillance of public health;
(c)
Communicable disease control;
(d)
Public health education;
(e)
Implementation of public health policy;
(f)
Efforts directed to population risk reduction; and
(g)
Disaster preparedness.
(4)
The Department for Public Health and all local health departments established under KRS Chapter 212:

(a)
Shall provide personal preventive services to persons in need to the extent funds are available;

(b)
May bill Medicaid, Medicare, and other third-party payors for the provision of personal preventive services; and

(c)
May seek additional sources of revenue for the provision of personal preventive services or for any other unmet public health need.
(5)
The department shall have all powers necessary to carry out and effectuate the purposes of this section.
(6)
The department shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A to implement the provisions of this section.

Section 2.   This Act may be known as the Kentucky Core Public Health Act.
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