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Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments


Sponsor(s):   Sen Tapp
Introduction Date:1/6/04
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 507.020, relating to murder, to establish that a person is guilty of murder when he or she commits or attempts to commit certain felonies, and, in the course of or in furtherance of such offenses, or in immediate flight therefrom, he or she, or another participant, causes the death of another person other than one of the participants. 



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill expands the definition of murder, a Class A felony, to include offenses that result in the death of a person when the offender commits or attempts to commit certain felonies, including some Class D offenses, and flees from the scene.  The Department of Corrections anticipates that this bill would likely have a very significant long-term impact on the Department of Corrections.

The bill would likely have little impact in the coming biennium since these individuals would presumably be convicted of a serious felony by the primary offense, however, a murder-enhanced conviction would greatly increase the sentence length, time-served as well as parole eligibility.  Murder convictions require an inmate to serve 85% of sentence before parole eligibility.

This bill would likely have major long-term impact in subsequent biennia on length of time-served but the Department of Corrections has no reliable method of estimating or calculating this impact.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
While this bill would likely have little or no fiscal impact in the coming biennium, a major long-term impact is anticipated in subsequent biennia that could well run into hundreds of additional inmates and millions of dollars.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  
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