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BR#
2206


Bill Number:
SB 261 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to the Department of Corrections


Sponsor(s):   Sen Stivers
Introduction Date:3/2/04
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Create a new section of KRS Chapter 197 to require that, in a civil action, the party requesting the presence of a prisoner from a jail or prison to testify in court shall pay the costs of guards, transpiration, food, and other costs; provide for videoconferencing testimony; create a new section of KRS Chapter 197 to permit the Department of Corrections to drug test all employees in hazardous duty positions.




Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

A review of the Department’s inmate trips for civil cases for 2003 indicates that the new legislation would save approximately $52,000 per year.  In addition, videoconferencing testimony would keep potentially dangerous felons off of the Commonwealth’s highways.

The cost of drug testing of employees would be negligible.  Some savings could actually be realized as screening out of unsuitable employees can save in personnel and training costs.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The passage of this bill would save the Department approximately $52,000 per year.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections.

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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