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AN ACT relating to the Department of Corrections.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 197 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Whenever a court finds the personal attendance of a state prisoner is necessary in a civil action and orders the Justice Cabinet or its agent or any law enforcement officer to transport a prisoner in connection with the civil action, the party requesting that the state prisoner be transported to the hearing shall pay the transportation cost, which shall include the estimated round trip cost, including the state mileage rate and the estimated associated salary cost of the transporting officer.

(2)
The court shall cause all transportation orders to be delivered to the warden or jailer of the detention facility where the prisoner resides. As soon as practicable after the receipt of the order, the warden or jailer shall notify the prisoner and the court of the total transportation cost. If the payment is not received twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the scheduled hearing no transportation shall be provided, irrespective of the order of the court commanding the Justice Cabinet or its agent or other law enforcement officer to transport a prisoner.

(3)
To the extent practicable, any action concerning a prisoner in which the court has determined that the prisoner's participation is required or permitted, shall be conducted by telephone, video conference, or other telecommunications technology without removing the prisoner from the facility in which the prisoner is confined.

(4)
The Justice Cabinet shall promulgate an administrative regulation governing this process.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 197 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Commissioner of the Department of Corrections shall prescribe by administrative regulation a drug and alcohol testing procedures for all correctional employees in hazardous positions as defined by KRS 61.592.
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